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Submitted by the Czech
 Republic on behalf of E

U Member States partie
s to the

International Convention
 for the Regulation of Wh

aling (ICRW)'

CONFIRMING that the i
mpact of marine plastic 

pollution on cetaceans is
 a priority concern for the

International Whaling Co
mmission (IWC);

RECOGNISING that pla
stic pollution spans five 

of the eight priority areas
 of environmental conce

rn

identified by the IWC Sc
ientific Committee and e

ndorsed by the Commis
sion in 1997;

RECALLING the Sustain
able Development Goals

 (SDGs) of the 2030 Age
nda for Sustainable

Development adopted in
 September 2015 by the

 United Nations General
 Assembly, and especia

lly

Goal 14 to Conserve an
d sustainably use the oc

eans, seas and marine r
esources, which include

s the
following target 14.1: By

 2025, prevent and signi
ficantly reduce marine p

ollution of all kinds, in

particular from land-base
d activities, including ma

rine debris and nutrient p
ollution;

RECALLING Resolution
 2018-3 on Ghost Gear E

ntanglement Among Cet
aceans;

RECOGNISING the tran
sboundary nature of ma

rine plastic pollution and
 the importance of region

al
and international cooper

ation by IWC Contractin
g Governments and othe

r international

Organisations, including
 inter alia the UN Enviro

nment Assembly (UNEA
), Convention on Biologi

cal
Diversity (CBD), Conven

tion on Migratory Specie
s (CMS), Food and Agric

ulture Organisation (FAO
),

Arctic Council and Intern
ational Maritime Organis

ation (IMO);

EMPHASISING the alar
ming scale of actual and

 projected increases in p
lastic and the adverse im

pact
of marine plastic pollutio

n on cetaceans, which is
 more substantial than p

reviously thought;

RECOGNISING the IWC
's unique global role and

 mandate in understandi
ng and addressing the

impacts of plastic polluti
on on cetaceans that ha

ve serious conservation 
and welfare implications

.
THEREFORE THE COM

MISSION:

COMMENDS the adopti
on by the UN Environme

nt Assembly of Resolutio
n UNEP/EA.5/Res.14

agreeing to convene an 
intergovernmental negot

iating committee (INC) to
 develop an internationa

l
legally binding instrumen

t on plastic pollution, inc
luding in the marine env

ironment;

DIRECTS the Secretaria
t to explore options for th

e IWC to engage as a st
akeholder within the INC

process; ENDORSES the outcom
e of the December 2019

 marine debris workshop
, relevant reports of the

Scientific Committee and
 the Conservation Comm

ittee workplan on marine
 debris {to be discussed

at IWC68); DIRECTS the IWC Secr
etariat to explore ways t

o increase collaboration
 and cooperation with re

gional
and international organis

ations, including Arctic C
ouncil, Food and Agricul

ture Organisation (FAO)
,

Internationa Maritime Or
ganisation (IMO), Conve

ntion on Biological Diver
sity (CBD) and Conventi

on
on Migratory Species (C

MS) to share information
, avoiding overlap and d

evelop and implement b
est

practice to prevent and m
itigate marine plastic pol

lution impacts on cetace
ans;

REQUESTS the Scientif
ic Committee to conside

r to contribute to the ass
essment of the impact o

f
marine plastic pollution o

n cetaceans, including b
y the collection and colla

tion of appropriate data

from around the world; ! Austria, Belgium, Bulga
ria, Croatia, Cyprus, Cze

ch Republic, Denmark, E
sto!

Hungary, Ireland, Italy, L
ithua

Spain and Sweden , Finland, France, Germ
any, Greece,

, Luxembourg, the Nethe
rlands, Poland, Portugal

, Romania, Slovak Repu
blic, Slovenia,
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REQUESTS the Scient
ific Committees to cons

ider a global risk asses
sment identifying “hots

pots”

potentially through the 
modelling of increased

 exposure levels of plas
tic ingestion and

entanglement. This cou
ld integrate the biologic

al characteristics of diff
erent species of cetace

ans and

plastic dispersion mode
ls.

REQUESTS the Conse
rvation Committee, Sci

entific Committee and W
hale K ng Methods and

Welfare Issues Workin
g Group to consider to 

facilitate pilot projects o
n gear marking in hot s

pot

areas of cetacean enta
nglement;

RECOMMENDS Contr
acting Governments to

 report relevant informa
tion on marine plastic p

ollution
and plastic ingestion in

 stranded animals in th
eir voluntary conservat

ion and national Scient
ific

Progress reports; RECOMMENDS the IW
C Secretariat to add m

arine debris mapping to
 its engagement with th

e
Important Marine Mam

mal Areas (IMMAs) pro
cess;

REQUESTS the Secre
tariat to develop a strat

egy for the IWC to elim
inate single-use plastic

s in all

meetings and the day-t
o-day operations of the

 Secretariat.

REQUESTS the Secre
tariat to report back to 

IWC69 on progress ma
de in the implementatio

n of this
Resolution.



DRAFT RESOLUTION
 ON FOOD SECURITY

Submitted by Gambia, 
Rep of Guinea, Cambo

dia, and Antigua and B
arbuda

WHEREAS the Food a
nd Agricultural Organiz

ation of the United Nati
ons (FAO) was establis

hed on 16
October 1945 to defeat

 global hunger and has
 194 Member States, 2

 Associate Members an
d 1

Member Organization; WHEREAS the Interna
tional Convention for th

e Regulation of Whalin
g (ICRW) was signed o

n December
2, 1946 and that the In

ternational Whaling Co
mmission (IWC) has 88

 Member States;

WHEREAS the United 
Nations estimate that th

e global population is e
xpected to increase fro

m 7.2

billion today — of which
 870 million are design

ated as hungry — to 9.
6 billion by 2050;

WHEREAS the FAO ha
s as its vision, “A world

 in which the responsib
le and sustainable use 

of fisheries
and aquaculture resour

ces makes an apprecia
ble contribution to hum

an well-being, food sec
urity and

poverty alleviation”; WHEREAS the FAO ha
s as its mission, “To str

engthen global governa
nce and the manageria

l and
technical capacities of 

members and to lead c
onsensus building towa

rds improved conserva
tion and

utilization of aquacultur
e resources”;

RECALLING that the IC
RW recognizes in its pr

eamble, “that it is in the
 common interest to ac

hieve the
optimal level of whale s

tocks as rapidly as pos
sible without widesprea

d economic and nutritio
nal

distress”; RECALLING the right o
f every person to an ad

equate standard of livin
g including food as stat

ed in the
Universal Declaration o

f Human Rights;

RECALLING paragraph
 158 of the outcome do

cument of the UN Conf
erence on Sustainable

Development (Rio+20 “
The Future We Want”, 

20-22 June 2012) conv
eying the “importance o

f the
conservation and susta

inable use of the ocean
s and seas and of their

 resources for sustaina
ble

development, including
 through their contribut

ions to poverty eradica
tion, sustained econom

ic
growth, food security a

nd creation of sustaina
ble livelihoods and dec

ent work, while at the s
ame time

protecting biodiversity a
nd the marine environm

ent and addressing the
 impacts of climate cha

nge”;

RECALLING the United
 Nations Millennium De

velopment Goals which
 aim, “to halve between

 1990
and 2015 the proportio

n of people who suffer 
from hunger”;

RECALLING that UN S
ustainable Developmen

t Goal 14 is to, “Conser
ve and sustainably use

 the oceans,

seas and marine resou
rces for sustainable de

velopment”;

RECALLING the UN D
ESA 2014 to “improve 

human well-being and 
social equity, while sign

ificantly
reducing environmenta

l risks and ecological s
carcities";

NOTING that the respo
nsible and sustainable 

management of the fish
eries sector remains a 

critical

objective to strengthen
 food and nutrition strat

egies within developing
 countries;

NOTING that whales h
ave been harvested for

 nutritional needs for th
ousands of years;
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NOTING that the FAO 
has established five str

ategic objectives name
ly:

. Help eliminate hunger
, food insecurity and m

alnutrition;

. Make agriculture, fore
stry and fisheries more

 productive and sustain
able;

. Reduce rural poverty; . Enable inclusive and 
efficient agriculture foo

d systems;

. Increase the resilienc
e of livelihoods to disas

ters.

NOTING further that IW
C members are Membe

r States of the FAO;

RECOGNIZING the im
portance of food and n

utritional security to the
 world’s poorest and th

e need to
engage in responsible 

and sustainable manag
ement of marine resou

rces;

RECOGNIZING the va
lue of world cultural div

ersity, the existence of 
different food productio

n

methods, and the indiv
iduals and commun t'es

 that practice sustainab
le hunting under the Ab

original
Subsistence Whaling (A

SW) of the IWC;

AFFIRMING our solida
rity with communities w

hose food supply depe
nds primarily on whales

,

considering their nutriti
onal needs, cultura ide

ntities and livelihoods;

AFFIRMING the inhere
nt link between food se

curity and nutrition, pre
servation of cultural ide

ntity and
security of livelihoods w

hen delivering on g oba
 sustainable developme

nt goals;

CONSIDERING that co
nvergence of the vision

s of the FAO and the IW
C and cooperation betw

een them

will further enhance the
 ability of both organiza

tions to fulfill their respe
ctive missions;

NOW THEREFORE TH
E COMMISSION:

REAFFIRMS Article 25
 of the Universal Decla

ration of Human Rghts
 stating the right of all p

ersons to

an adequate standard 
of living including food;

URGES Parties to take
 into consideration the 

need to ensure, among
 others, food security a

nd
nutrition, preservation o

f cultural identity and se
curity of livelihoods in a

ny decision making;

URGES the parties to t
ake into consideration 

the Blue Economy and
 Blue Growth perspecti

ves in

relation to food security
 for optimized benefits 

(economic and non-eco
nomic) from the marine

ecosystem, in that way
 promoting societal foo

t print.

RESOLVES to set up a
n ad hoc committee to 

recommend how the IW
C can in the future take

 into

consideration the need
 to achieve food and nu

tritional security for ma
ny of the world’s popula

tions
when making changes 

to the Schedule;

INSTRUCTS the Secre
tariat to forward this Re

solution to the Food an
d Agricultural Organiza

tion of the

United Nations with a r
equest for increased ex

change of information b
etween the FAO and th

e IWC.
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RECOGNIZING that th
e International Conven

tion for the Regulation 
of Whaling (hereinafter

 referred
to as “the Convention”)

 was concluded “to pro
vide for the proper con

servation of whale stoc
ks and

thus make possible the
 orderly development o

f the whaling industry”;

ACKNOWLEDGING th
at most whale stocks w

ere over exploited for m
any years and that thro

ugh the
implementation of care

ful conservation and m
anagement measures b

y the IWC whale stock

populations have signif
icantly increased.

FURTHER ACKNOWL
EDGING that the 1982

 moratorium on whaling
 was established as a t

emporary
measure that should ha

ve been reviewed withi
n 10 years of its implem

entation.

RECOGNIZING that si
gnificant scientific prog

ress has been made by
 the commission, leadin

g to a

better understanding o
f the nature and the ab

undance of whale stock
s, and that most whale

 stocks
are for being significan

tly increased since the 
moratorium.

NOTING that in 1994 th
e commission adopted

 a robust and risk avers
e procedure for calcula

ting

quotas for abundant sto
cks of baleen whales (k

nown as Revised Mana
gement Procedure (RM

P)) and
the findings by the Scie

ntific Committee that st
ocks of some whale sp

ecies are abundant;

RECALLING, that the I
WC agreed that before

 the RMP is implement
ed and the moratorium

 is lifted an

inspection and observa
tion scheme must be in

 place to ensure that ag
reed catch limits are no

t
exceeded; FURTHER RECALLING

 the commission began
 negotiations towards t

he development of an i
nspection

and observation schem
e (Revised Manageme

nt Scheme (RMS)}.

REALIZING that the Co
mmission made signific

ant progress towards th
e development of an in

spection
and observation schem

e (RMS), but reached a
n impasse in 2007 due

 to the failure to reach a
greement

on a combination of sc
ientific and non-scientif

ic facts that comprises 
the Revised Managem

ent
Scheme (RMS). BEARING IN MIND tha

t any conservation and
 management measure

s for the harvesting of w
hale

resources including cat
ch limits for sustainable

 whaling, must be supp
orted by inspection and

observation strategies 
that are based on the b

est scientific evidence 
available;

NOTING that sustainab
le whaling contributes t

o livelihoods, food secu
rity and poverty reducti

on in

coastal communities; a
nd also cognizant of th

e commitment of IWC c
ountries to the United N

ations
sustainable developme

nt goals, requiring the c
ommitment of all count

ries to ensure that no

communities are left be
hind.

Draft Resolution for the
 Implementation of a C

onservation and Manag
ement

Program for Whale Sto
cks aimed towards the 

lifting of the moratorium
 and

the orderly Developme
nt of the Whaling indus

try

Submitted by Antigua a
nd Barbuda
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ACKNOWLEDGE that 
it is in the best effort an

d common interest of a
ll Contracting Governm

ents that

the Commission move 
towards a more balanc

ed approach in conside
ration of its mandate of

 ensuring
the proper and effective

 conservation of whale 
stocks and also the ord

erly development of wh
aling;

NOW THEREFORE TH
E COMMISSION,

1. WELCOMES the excha
nge of views among Co

ntracting Governments
, realizing that objective

discussions can lead to
 meaningful solutions a

imed at providing a pro
per conservation and

management strategy f
or whale resources.

DECIDES to strengthe
n a process of collabor

ation among contractin
g governments to ensu

re
that the commission im

proves its work in realiz
ing the objectives of its

 Convention (ICRW).

DECIDES to establish 
a Special Working Gro

up, to be chaired by the
 Chairman of the

Commission, members
 of this working group w

ill comprise representa
tives of the contracting

governments. DECIDES to entrust th
e Special Working Gro

up with:

- Reviewing the work o
f the Commission in an

 effort to make an asse
ssment for the

Commission to resume
 work on the implemen

tation of the RMP and t
he development of

a negotiating framewor
k for reconvening nego

tiations for a monitoring
 control

surveillance program th
at would give support t

o the RMP;

- Make recommendatio
ns to the Commission o

n the basis of the resul
ts of above;

INSTRUCTS the Speci
al Working Group to re

port the result of the re
view and

recommendations in pa
ragraph 4 above at the

 next Commission mee
ting in 2024.

REQUESTS the Scient
ific Committee to provid

e the Special Working 
Group with advice on th

e

best scientific evidence
 available, in the perfor

mance of functions ent
rusted in this Resolutio

n,
on any scientific issues

 contributing to sustain
able whaling irrespectiv

e of types of whaling.


