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The Sustainable Development Goals



SDSN Sustainable 

Development Reports 

(including SDG Indices)



Denmark tops the 

2019 SDG Index



But challenges remain 
especially on SDG 2, 12, 13 and 14



Denmark generates negative spillover effects 

• - Environmental spillovers cover international spillover effects related to the use of natural resources and pollution. Environmental 

spillovers can be generated in two ways: i) transboundary effects embodied in trade; ii) direct cross-border flows in air and water. 

• - Spillovers related to the economy, finance, and governance cover international development finance (e.g. ODA), unfair tax competition, 

banking secrecy, and international labor standards

• - Security spillovers include negative externalities, such as the trade in arms, particularly in small arms (Adeniyi 2017) and organized 

international crime, which can have a destabilizing impact on poor countries. 

Denmark



SDSN/Yale, 

spillovers.environmentalimpact.global
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Six SDG Transformations

Leave No One Behind

3. Energy 

Decarbonisation and 

Sustainable Industry

2. Health, Wellbeing & 

Demography

6. Digital Revolution for 

Sustainable 

Development

5. Sustainable  

Cities and 

Communities

1. Education, Gender & 

Inequality

4. Sustainable Food, 

Land, Water & Oceans

Circularity and Decoupling
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1 Education, Gender, and 

Inequality 

2 Health, Wellbeing, and 

Demography 

3 Energy Decarbonisation 

and Sustainable Industry

4 Sustainable Food, Land, 

Water, and Oceans

5 Sustainable Cities and 

Communities

6 Digital Revolution for 

Sustainable Development

Source: Sachs et al. 2019

Each transformation contributes to several SDGs



Priority transformations for the European Union

1. European Green Deal

• Energy decarbonization

• Sustainable land-use and food systems

• Circular economy

2. Sustainable Europe Investment Plan and budget

3. Skills and education
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