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SECOND MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL GRAND COMMITTEE ON 

DISINFORMATION AND ‘FAKE NEWS’ TO BE HELD IN CANADA 

Ottawa, February 07, 2019 - 

Bob Zimmer, MP and Chair of the Canadian Standing Committee on Access to Information, 
Privacy and Ethics, together with Damian Collins, MP and Chair of the UK Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport Committee, announced today that the second meeting of the International 
Grand Committee on Disinformation and ‘Fake News’ will take place in Ottawa, Canada on May 
28, 2019. 

“I am looking forward to welcoming our international colleagues to Ottawa as we continue to 
build upon what we accomplished in London. With several countries, including Canada, holding 
elections this year it is vital that we continue collaborating to protect our democracies from the 
global threats of foreign influence and disinformation on digital platforms,” said Mr. Zimmer. 
“This meeting will also provide us with the opportunity to hear from these platforms about what 
they are doing to protect our citizens from the threats of manipulation that we know are active 
online.” 

“The first Grand Committee meeting in London brought together the expertise of elected 
representatives from all around the world. These are global issues and we need to learn from 
the experiences of different countries in confronting these problems. We look forward to coming 
together for a second time in Ottawa. The unprecedented nature of these hearings underlines 
the central importance that the ethics of the use of technology plays both to our democracies 
and our daily lives,” said Mr. Collins. "My select committee has also embarked on a new inquiry 
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about immersive and addictive technologies and we plan to come to Canada armed with fresh 
evidence and questions for the tech firms.” 

While the upcoming meeting will continue to focus on Holding Digital Platforms to Account, the 
committee will also examine Foreign Influence in Our Democracies and Data as a Human Right: 
Protecting Our Citizens – Data Security and Privacy. 

The inaugural meeting of the International Grand Committee on Disinformation and ‘Fake News’ 
was held in London, UK on November 27, 2018. Witnesses included Facebook’s Vice President 
of Policy Solutions Richard Allan, UK Information Commissioner Elizabeth Denham, and Tech 
Expert and former Chief Technologist of the Federal Trade Commission Ashkan Soltani. 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg declined several requests to appear before the committee in 
November. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Michael MacPherson, Clerk of the Standing Committee on Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics 

Tel: 613-992-1240 

E-mail: ETHI@parl.gc.ca 
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