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Scotland’s Geography and Defining Rural 
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Constrained Land use 

 

 

 

 

• ~54,000 agricultural holdings  

• ~19,500 farm businesses 

claiming Pillar 1 CAP support 

• ~19,400 registered crofts with 

~13,000 crofters and ~1,100 

common grazings  
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Constrained Land use 
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Stratified livestock systems 

“Store” animals are often produced in uplands and sold 
through markets to “finishers” in lowland systems as there is 

not enough grass t make enough hay / silage 
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7 7 

Scotland’s contribution to UK agriculture 
& food production (2016) 

– 12% of agriculture’s gross output;  

– 13% of agriculture’s GVA  
– 25% strawberry and raspberry output  

– 9% of the dairy herd 

– 27% of the suckler cow herd 

– 20% sheep flock 

– 37% of the spring barley crop 

– 22% of potato production 

– 7% of the pig herd 

– 8% of the poultry flock 

 

 34% of UK farmed area 
& 85% is LFA 
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2016 

Support payments & Scottish Agriculture 
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35% loss making with CAP support 

79% loss making without CAP support 
 

How to innovate, reinvest 
and take drawings?? 

2016 
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Peripherality – remote from key services 

London to:
Air 

(miles)

Road 

(miles)

Drive-

time

Cornwall 231 261 4.46hrs

Carlisle 260 315 5.23hrs

Edinburgh 331 396 7.27hrs

Isle of Lewis 532 688 14.31hrs

Shetland 625 804 23.42hrs
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The Brexit puzzle 

• A real challenge for agri-food sector: 

– Workforce? 

– Devolved administrations? 

– Regulations and standards? 

– WTO and Trade? 

– Agricultural support budget? 

– Policy support mechanisms? 

– Timing & Transition? 
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Policy Responses 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the

-future-for-food-farming-and-the-environment  

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2018/05/4376  

https://consult.gov.scot/a

griculture-and-rural-

communities/economy-

post-brexit-transition/  

Greater Public 
Value / Goods  

for Public £ 
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Scotland’s rural communities – some 
headlines 



13 13 

Scotland’s rural economies – some 
headlines (1) 
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Scotland’s rural economies – some 
headlines (2) 
Patterns of work 

Median hourly rates of pay 

Estimated that there were 9,255 seasonal migrant workers in 

Scottish agriculture during 2017 (including 900 employed 

directly by labour providers). Approx. 25% work on more 

than one farm in the UK and there is also transition to other 

sectors of work, in particular food processing and hospitality. 
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Scotland’s Sparsely Populated Areas (1) 

Change in the 

populations of 

children, people of 

working age, and 

older people in the 

SPA and in rural 

areas and small 

towns outside the 

SPA, 1991-2016 

The age structure of 

projected populations of the 

SPA, 2011-2046. 
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Community resilience and  
social innovation 



2007+ SG Purpose and  NPF; Annual Programmes for Government 

1995-2002 2003-2007 2007-2011 2011-16 

1995 

Ppl., 

Pros. 

P’hip 

1998 

Rural 

Devt. 

Fwk. 

2000 

Rural 

Scot. 

A 

New 

App.  

2003 Rural 

Scotland: 

Taking 

Stock 

2007 Rural 

Sc: Better 

Still Nat 

2008 OECD 

Review of 

Rural Policy 

in Scotland  

2017 UK 

Industrial 

Strategy  

2007+ Economic Strategy (2007, 2011, 2015) 

2014 Rural 

Parl 1 

2016 Rural 

Parl  2 

2016-21 

2018 Rural 

Parl  3 

2008 RDC 

established 

2010 Speak 

up for Rural 

Scotland 

2011 Our 

Rural Future 

2014-20 SRDP 2007-13 SRDP 2000-2006 SRDP 

2015 UK 

Productivity 

Plan  

2015 UK 

Rural 

Productivity 

Plan  

2011 UK 

Growth 

Review  

2011 UK 

Rural Growth 

Review  

2016 Ent. & 

Skills Rev. 

1991+ HIE and Scottish Enterprise 

2017 SoS 

Ec P’ship 

2018 

Health & 

Harmony 

Con. 

2017 Ent 

& Skills 

Strategic  

Board 

2018 

Rural 

Skills 

Action 

Plan  

2018 Islands 

(Scotland) 

Bill 

2016 Land 

Reform 

(Scotland) 

Act 2015 Comm. 

Emp. 

(Scotland) 

Act 

2016 

Agenda for 

Cities 

Jane Atterton and Steven Thomson, SRUC 

European Structural Funds, INTERREG, Marine and Fisheries Fund 

2011-16 Land Use Strategy  2016-21 Land Use Strategy  

2018 Ag 

Champs Rep 

2018 Future 

of Sc. Ag. 

2000 Fwd 

Strat for Sc 

Ag 

2006 Fwd 

Strat for Sc 

Ag 

2013 

UK 

Strat 

for 

Agri 

Tech 

2007 Rural 

Advocacy in 

Sc (SCC) 

1992 

Rural 

Fwk 

1998-2001 IATE1 

2004-2007 IATE2 

2001 A 

Smart Succ 

Scotland 

2004 Fwk 

for Ec Devt 

in Scotland 

2003 Inq. 

Integ Rural 

Devt and 

Cab Sub-

Comm RD 2008 

Delivering 

for Remote 

and Rural 

Healthcare 
2003 Land 

Reform (Sc) 

Act 

2012 Sc 

Land Fund 

2016 Sc 

Land Fund 
1981-99 Rural Forum 

2005 A 

Smart Succ 

Scotland – 

H&I 
2016 Soc 

Ent Strat 

2014 3rd 

NPF 

2017-8 

CR Deals 2011 Sc 

Cities 

Alliance 

2007 

Council of 

Ec 

Advisors 



18 18 

The policy and institutional context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No over-arching 
rural vision or 

strategy in 
Scotland; rural is 

mainstreamed  
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Key principles for future rural policy 

• A more positive narrative 

• A networked approach 

• Need for an accurate, up-to-date evidence base 

• An integrated approach 

• Rethinking the value of rural proofing 

• Taking a place-based approach to policy 

• Strengthening rural communities 

• Recognising the diversity and breadth of activities in 
rural Scotland 

• Placing rural at the forefront of opportunities and 
challenges 

• Acknowledging and strengthening rural-town-urban 
linkages 
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Community Empowerment: Policies… Impacts? 
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Landownership 

• Rural Scotland: 7.5M Ha 
 

– Private: 83%  

(963 owners own 60% of this) 

– Public: 914,000Ha 

(12%) 

– NGOs: 208,000Ha 

(2.6%) 

– Community owners: 
170,000Ha (2.2%) 
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Scottish Land Reform 

• “Concentrated pattern of land ownership” ever 
present in land reform rhetoric over last 25 years 
 

• “Diversity of Ownership” consistent in policy since 
Sewel’s Land Reform Policy Group (1997): 

• “Land reform has the potential to empower greater 

numbers of people and, over time, to change patterns of 

ownership in Scotland to ensure a greater diversity of 
ownership, greater diversity of investment and greater 

sustainable development”. (Land Reform Bill Policy Memorandum) 

• Two Land Reform Acts (2003) and (2016) 

• Community based land reform (‘Right to Buy’) 
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Impact - Diversifying Ownership 
 

• Opportunities linked to NGOs & some private estates & 

alternative models (Partnerships/collective ownership) 

• But…community landownership demonstrating 

developmental & environmental outcomes and a re-shaping  

community-environment relationships  
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Islands (Scotland) Act: process 

June 2017 Jan 2018 Feb 2018 June 2018 
Summer  

2018 

Stage 2 
scrutiny 

Stage 3 
debate 

Royal 
Assent  
=> Act 

Guidance 

Stage 1 
debate 

Summer  
2019 

Stage 1 
Report 

May 2018 
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The Act itself 

• “Island-proofing” = cornerstone 

– statutory Duty on Scottish 
Ministers and all other relevant 
public bodies to have regard to 
island communities in exercising 
their functions; 

– island communities impact 
assessment; 

– ensure that island communities 
are not unreasonably 
disadvantaged due to their 
location; 

– The Duty will apply to 66 public 
bodies in Scotland whose 
functions and activities can 
impact on island communities. 
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Contact Details 

• Sarah Skerratt: sarah.skerratt@sruc.ac.uk 

• Steven Thomson: steven.thomson@sruc.ac.uk 

• Rob McMorran: rob.mcmorran@sruc.ac.uk  

• Jane Atterton: jane.atterton@sruc.ac.uk  

 

• Rural Policy Centre: 

www.sruc.ac.uk/ruralpolicycentre  

mailto:sarah.skerratt@sruc.ac.uk
mailto:steven.thomson@sruc.ac.uk
mailto:rob.mcmorran@sruc.ac.uk
mailto:jane.atterton@sruc.ac.uk
http://www.sruc.ac.uk/ruralpolicycentre
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