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http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/en/originals/2017/08/turkmen-kurdistan-independence-referendum-
irag.amp.html

Linket og nedstaende beskrivelse om Turkmenernes forhold i Irak lige.
Billederne af Turkmesnke medlemer i mgdet med Irakiske regering og med myndigheder.

Billederne af Turkmeske medlemer i gang med at stgtte Irakiske haer samt Hashid AL Shabi mod ISIS ved den
Turkmekse landsby Tallafer i nord Irak - Mosul.


http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/en/originals/2017/08/turkmen-kurdistan-independence-referendum-iraq.amp.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/en/originals/2017/08/turkmen-kurdistan-independence-referendum-iraq.amp.html






















Chairman of the Iraqi Turkmen Front Arshad al-Salihi (2nd L) speaks during a press conference in
Kirkuk, Iraq, June 28, 2014. (photo by MARWAN IBRAHIM/AFP/Getty Images)

Iraq's Turkmen areas become battlefield in Kurdish referendum
debate

Author: Wassim Bassem
Posted August 13, 2017

The Iraqi Turkmen Front, the largest political party representing the minority Turkmen ethnic group,
has reiterated its objection to the Kurdistan referendum scheduled for Sept. 25. In a statement issued
July 29, the front stressed that the fate of Kirkuk — a particularly disputed province that is set to be
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included in the referendum — "must be decided by the Iraqi parliament." In Kirkuk, Kurds account for
52% of the population, while Arabs, Turkmens and Christians combined account for 48%. The
referendum also includes other areas of contention, including ones considered by the Turkmens as their
own.

The Turkmen objection to the referendum goes in line with the position of the Iraqi government, which
announced July 20 its rejection of the referendum. This raises the possibility of a war erupting in the
region between the Iraqi security forces and the armed factions supporting them on the one hand and
the peshmerga forces on the other. This would force Turkmens to take sides and would place their areas
on the confrontation lines between the two parties.

Those areas, which have been disputed between Erbil and Baghdad since 2003, could be the spark that
ignites a war between the Arabs and Kurds at any moment. On Nov. 16, 2016, Baghdad and Erbil
mobilized their forces against the backdrop of a security dispute in those areas, namely in Kirkuk. This
created the real possibility of armed conflict. The Turkmens, the third-largest ethnicity in Iraq after the
Arabs and Kurds and whose presence in Iraq dates to the Ottoman occupation of the region, are well-
aware of the repercussions of such a conflict and are concentrated in the provinces of Kirkuk,
Salahuddin, Diyala and Ninevah, in Tal Afar and rural areas around Mosul, as well as in Erbil, Altun
Kupri, Kifri, Qarah Tabbah, Khanaqin, Gazzrabat (Saadia) and Mandali.

Mehdi Saadoun, an activist in the Turkmen Rescue Foundation, told Al-Monitor, “Holding a
referendum in these areas is to be expected following the defeat of the Islamic State [IS] in Iraq, as the
Kurds seek to extend their control as much as possible in the disputed areas by definitively annexing
them to Kurdistan while turning a blind eye to the fate of the Turkmens.”

He said, “The peshmerga forces have further sought to dominate the areas under the pretext of
preparing them and securing them for a successful ballot at a time when the Popular Mobilization Units
threatened to intervene, thus throwing the Turkmens into a quagmire of a possible bloody war between
the two sides.”

Saadoun added, “Kurdish groups, backed by Kurdish parties and forces, are provoking the Turkmens
by carrying out assassinations, killings and looting operations in broad daylight and with the
knowledge of the local government. Since 2003, Kurdish forces have changed the demographics of the
Turkmen regions and imposed a fait accompli.”

Saadoun said he believes that “because of the repercussions of the referendum, a political conflict is
rapidly developing into a military clash between the Kurdish political forces and parties on the one
hand and the Arab parties on the other, as each party seeks to impose its presence in those areas.”

Jassem Mohammed Jaafar, a Turkmen member of the Iraqi parliament, told Al-Monitor, “The
persecutions and armed actions are affecting the feeling of coexistence with the Kurds in Kirkuk and
other common areas.”

He added, “We cannot see these operations unfold without doing anything to help our areas, which
have become dependent on the relations between Baghdad and Erbil."

Asked about the reaction of the Turkmens, whose population is estimated at 3.5 million (there are no
official statistics), Jaafar said, “The Turkmens will not be a difficult card in the conflict because of their
limited number and practically nonexistent military potential — compared with the Arabs and Kurds.
Add to this their displacement at the hands of the Kurds, which led to their dispersion in areas inside
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and outside Iraq, in Turkey and Iran.”

“Since 2003, Kurds have sought to displace Turkmens from Kirkuk and other areas and replace them
with Kurds in a bid to bring about a demographic change,” he added.

Jaafar threatened to “internationalize the issue of the Turkmens, should their demands continue to be
ignored and should the government continue to remain silent about their persecution at the hands of the
Kurds.”

However, despite this feeling of weakness, the Turkmens and their leaders are still hanging in there. On
July 29, Hassan Tauran, the deputy head of the Iraqi Turkmen Front, told media outlets that the
regional tours by the front aim to convey a message to the world that Turkmens’ worries in the post-IS
stage are caused by the Kurdish referendum and the inclusion of Turkmen areas within the territory
Kurds seek to establish.

Meanwhile, Turkmen political forums have been addressing the many massacres the Turkmens have
been subjected to, including one in Kirkuk in 1959 and one in Altun Kupri in 1991 by Saddam
Hussein's regime. Turkmens were also subjected to an Arabization campaign during the Baath regime
and a policy of “nationalism correction,” which forced many of them to change their national affiliation
and become Arabs. On May 9, Human Rights Watch accused the Kurdish security forces in the city of
Kirkuk of forcing Turkmens out of the city.

Member of parliament Mohamed Othman Khalidi told Al-Monitor, “The concerns of minorities and
different communities are mainly driven by the injustice that has been inflicted upon them under
Saddam's regime and the successive governments after 2003, which made them suspicious of the
positions of the other party.”

He added, “This led all the parties to take extreme positions out of fear of undergoing the same
injustice,” and pointed out that “dialogue, harmony and a proper and fair application of the constitution
is the solution to guarantee the rights and demands of all communities.”

Article 143 of the Iraqi Constitution considers Kirkuk an area outside the borders of Kurdistan,
meaning that Kurds are not entitled to include it in the referendum.

Turkmens have been seeking to claim their right to government positions and to teach their children in
their mother tongue. They also have been demanding their administrative rights and have been calling
for an end to the Arabization campaign by the Arabs and Kurdization attempts by the Kurds. At the
moment, their main concern is the Kurdistan referendum.

/pulse/authors/wassim-bassem.htmlWassim Bassem Contributor, Iraq Pulse

Wassim Bassem is an Iraqi journalist who tracks social phenomena in investigations and reports for
various media outlets, including Al-Esbuyia, Bab Nour and Elaph.

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/en/originals/2017/08/turkmen-kurdistan-independence-referendum-
irag.amp.html Ovenstaende artikel nyhed gerne deles til alle medlemer inden fortradet.
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Iflg. Irakiske Grundloven Kirkuk hgrer til den Irakisk Centrale - Bagdad regering,

i den 29.03.2017 Kirkuk borgmester brudte loven via satte Kurdisk flag ved siden

af Irakiske flag i alle offentlige bygninger ( Kommune-Politi stationer-Sygehusene- osv.).
Kirkuk by bestar af mange befolknings gruppe som Turkmener i det hgjeste antal iflg.
det gamle rapporter og status, Araberne, Kurderne og Kristine.

Dette sket uden Turkmenernes og Bagdads accept og uden en afstemning. Dette skabt hgj uro 1 det
offentlige i Kirkuk. Ingen sterk reaktion fra Bagdad side endnu.

Den 25.09.2017 Kurdiske regering vil gar i valg ( Referendum ) - evt.. der kommer en folkeafstemning
for de kan danne et kurdisk land i Irak, evt.. adskiller sig fra Irak - Bagdad.

Kurdiske myndigheder tvinge Turkmenske by Kirkuk til at bade gar i valget og tilslutte med deres (
kurdiske regioner ) i det nordlige Irak, hvilket vi sagt et ren nej, og det siger Bagdad med en svag ton
hvilket bekymre os Turkmener i hgj grad for hvad der fremtiden bringer hvis dette sket.

Turkmener stort set stadigvek under en hgj demografiske forhold lige nu 1 Irak, iser byen Kirkuk
omringet af ISIS og der er stadig krig i gjeblikket, udover det mange sma Turkmenske landsbyer stadig
1 ISIS hander.

Turkmenske Talafer by Iraks stgrste landsby som hgrer til Mosul by anden stgrste by 1 Irak 1 ISIS
hander. I den 17.07.2017 igen kurderne ikke accepteret at vi skulle etablere militar evt. at Turkmener
have magt i omradet eller i Irak, hvor Turkmeners gnske eneste er at beskytte deres jorden og lever i
fred med alle andre ogsa.

Det er 100 ar gaet og den tredje befolkning Turkmener i Irak keempe stadig for deres frihed og for deres
rettigheder, for demokratiet og for et samlet enkelte Irak 1 denne geografi.
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https://www.facebook.com/TURKMEN.SAT2/videos/1790558480962099/

Ovenstaende video viser om hvordan kurderne, lad ser hvordan kurderne lever sammen med Turkmener i byen
Kirkuk evt. ( under den borgermesters magt ).
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https://www.facebook.com/TURKMEN.SAT2/videos/1790558480962099/

MON HVOR ER DEN KURDISTAN PARLIAMENT AF DE FORBRYDELSE DER FORGAR
I KIRKUK?!

Video om Borgermesteren:
(Til sin vice mester); Vi skal NOK fyre dem alle sammen bagefter.

Sagde dette med ironisk ton og glemt at MIC var aben.
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Vi vil bede Jer at drafte spargsmalet turkmenerne 1 det danske Folketinget.
V1 vil have international beskyttelse af Turkmenske befolkningen 1 Turkmenell.
V1wl have en international styrke 1 den Turkmenske geografi

V1 vl have bade Erbil og Bagdad accepetere og stgtte Turkmener for at etablere deres
egen militaer.
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Med venlig hilsen
Sadullah Hamed
Formand for ITKC i Kebenhavn

& Representant
Moayad Terzioglu
& Senan H.Mahmoud
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