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Copenhagen 11.02.2017

To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30™ session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.

As noted in European Commission’s Report’ on assessment of the application for GSP+ by Sri Lanka [European
Commision, 2017], the GSP+ aims to support vulnerable developing countries such as Sri Lanka “to assume the
special burdens and responsibilities resulting from the ratification of 27 core international conventions on human
and labour rights, environmental protection and good governance, as well as from their effective
implementation.” The report further states “.... the shortcomings do not amount to a serious failure to effectively
implement the Convention that would prevent Sri Lanka from joining the GSP+”, under section 4.D (Point 12).

This assessment seriously undermines the reality. Six years after the withdrawal of GSP+, and despite the change
in government, torture has remained disturbingly persistent in Sri Lanka. Following a comprehensive review, the
pre-eminent UN body for addressing torture, described torture as “common practice” in Sri Lanka [United Nations
Human Rights Council, 2016] (The New York Times, 07/12/2016), the result of long-standing impunity for
perpetrators combined with a failure to undertake basic institutional reforms to deter its use.

Acknowledging the credibility of various reports by human rights organisations concerning ongoing abductions
and torture under the new government, as well as the continued existence of secret detention sites used to
facilitate them, the Committee made a series of 50 recommendations along with a request for the Government of
Sri Lanka to provide a further implementation report by 7 December 2017.

The new President and his regime are still refusing to set-up a credible investigation and conscious resolution,
which Sri Lanka signed up to in UNHRC. The government has also rejected the recommendation of the President’s
own Consultation Task Force on Reconciliation Mechanisms, as the Government spokesman Dr. Rajitha Senaratne
said “the government is clear in its stand that a purely domestic mechanism will be used to investigate incidents
related to the war while foreign technical assistance will be used if required.” [Easwaran Rutnam, 2017].

We urge you to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka until the UN Committee Against Torture has
evaluated this report, Sri Lanka has addressed all the issues highlighted in (their co-sponsored) UNHRC Resolution
and addressed all the shortcoming raised by EU in 2010. To determine the issue any sooner would not merely fly
in the face of the EU’s own advice on the matter; it would also seriously undermine the important work of the
Committee and represent a grave affront to the survivors of torture.

Yours Sincerely,
Danish Tamils

Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-2173 4179



To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and

satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka {GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Danish Federation of Tamil Associations

To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka {(GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam
Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark

E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-21 734179
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka {(SL} until the Government of Sri Lanka {GOSL} has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Danish Federation of Tamil Associations

To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka {GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliarment
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and

satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-21 734179
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka {SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka {(GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL} until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-21 734179



To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resalve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Mobile: +45-21 734179



Dansk Sammenslu’cnmg af Tamilske Foreninger
BLGifsh pidij) Aol &seaTser speorihi
Danish Federation of Tamil Associations

To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-21 734179
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-21 734179
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament

Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the

GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Maheswaran Ponnampalam

Chairman Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
Mobile: +45-2173 4179
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To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament

Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and
satisfactorily resolve all the issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the

GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Chairman

Address: Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
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a Danish Federation of Tamil Associations

To whom it may concern: The Goverrnment of Denmark & The European Union Parliament
Subject: Pettiton to plead the European Parliament to postpone any decision to restore GSP+ to Sri Lanka

We, the representatives of Danish Tamils, are signing this petition to plead you, the Danish Government and the
EU Parliament, to postpone the granting of GSP+ to Sri Lanka (SL) until the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has
proved that they have addressed the shortcomings raised by the EU in 2010 when the GSP+ was withdrawn and

satisfactorily resolve all the i issues raised in UNHRC Resolution, adopted at the 30" session of the HRC, which the
GOSL had co-sponsored.
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Chairman Address:  Ole Worms Vej 11, 7500 Holstebro, Denmark
E-mail: mp@dstfdenmark.dk
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