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Personal details 

Date of birth: 1 September 1968 
Marital status: Married, three children  

 

Education 

 1974-1987: Attended school in Schleswig-Holstein  

 1987-1989: Completed military service (trained as a reserve officer) 

 1989-1995: Studied classical philology at Freie Universität Berlin 

 1998: Obtained doctorate 

 2008: Completed Habilitation (qualification to teach at professorial level)  

 

Professional career 

 1998-2008: Research assistant 

 2001-2011: Member of the Berlin House of Representatives; deputy chairman of the SPD 

parliamentary group; spokesman on legal affairs  

 Winter semester 2008/09: Interim professor of Greek at Ruhr-Universität Bochum  

 2010-2013: Greek and Latin teacher at Zum Grauen Kloster Protestant academic secondary 

school in Berlin  

 Winter semester 2011/2012: Interim professor of Latin at Ruhr-Universität Bochum  

 Summer semester 2012: Visiting professor of Latin at Freie Universität Berlin  

 Since 2013: Member of the German Bundestag  

 Since 19 May 2015: Deputy spokesman on defence policy of the SPD parliamentary group 

 

Membership of Bundestag bodies and parliamentary posts 

Member 

 Defence Committee 

 Committee on Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 

 Member who acts as Secretary at plenary sittings 

Substitute member 

 Committee on Education, Research and Technology Assessment  
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Voluntary activities 

 Since 1992: Involved in local politics in the Berlin borough of Neukölln   

 2004-2014: Chairman of the Berlin-Neukölln borough branch of the Social Democratic Party 

of Germany 

 Since 2012: Deputy chairman of the Berlin Land branch of the SPD  

 Since 2014: Deputy chairman of the German Bundestag’s working group on reservist affairs 

 Since 2014: Chairman of the Berlin Land branch of the German War Graves Commission  

 Since 23 November 2015: Member of the executive committee of the German Atlantic 

Association 

 Since 26 November 2015: Chairman of the German-Moldovan Forum  


