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Office of the Dear Madam President,
Secretary General Dear Mr. President,

The Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) will take place from 19 to 21
November 2014 at the headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ) in Rome, ltaly. This high-level Conference will be the first world
intergovernmental forum dedicated solely to the global nutrition problems of the twenty-
first century. More information about ICN2 is available on its website at:
www.fao.org/about/meetings/icn2/en/.

Notwithstanding the progress made in many countries, unacceptably high levels of
malnutrition persist. More than a third of the world's population is adversely affected by
malnutrition, in the form of hunger, “hidden hunger” (micronutrient deficiencies) and the
diet-related non-communicable diseases often associated with obesity. Malnutrition in
developed and developing countries alike impedes the full realization of human potential
and imposes avoidable burdens on families and societies.

The aim of ICN2 is to put nutrition high on international and national development
agendas. By collectively addressing the multiple burdens of malnutrition, the
Conference will endeavor to ensure more effective international cooperation to deal with
these challenges. The ultimate objective is to reach consensus on a global nutrition
framework that will strengthen the commitment of countries to eliminate global hunger
and prevent all forms of malnutrition.

| am pleased to invite members of your parliament who will be in Rome for ICN2 to take
part in the Parliamentary Meeting on the theme Parliamentarians for better nutrition,
organized by the IPU with the kind sponsorship of the Italian Parliament. The Meeting
will take place on 18 November 2014 at 8:30 a.m. in Rome’s Sala della Protomoteca
(Campidoglio).

I enclose the draft agenda, the concept note drawn up for the Meeting and the
registration form. | invite your parliament to complete the registration form and return it
to the IPU Secretariat by 8 November 2014.



Please note that the Parliamentary Meeting will take place before ICN2 and that
registration will not grant access to the Conference itself. In order to attend ICN2, each
delegate will have to register at

http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/icn2/information/registration/en/ where participants
will also find helpful information about accommodation and visa requirements. Such

logistical matters remain the sole responsibility of participants.

| sincerely hope that your parliament will be represented at the Parliamentary Meeting,
preferably by parliamentarians directly involved in food security and nutrition issues.
The IPU looks forward to welcoming them at the Parliamentary Meeting in Rome.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Chungong
Secretary General
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Provisional programme

Tuesday, 18 November
08:30 - 09:00 Registration of participants [Sala Protomoteca, Rome Municipality]

09:30 - 10:30 Inaugural session - Opening statements by:
o Representative of the Italian Parliament
» Representative of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
» Jose Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO
o Margaret Chan, Director-General of WHO

10:30 — 10:45 Coffee break
10:45 - 11:45 Enhancing policy, governance and accountability for nutrition:
Experts

¢ Anna Lartey, Director, Nutrition Division, FAO

= Francesco Branca, Director, Nutrition for Health and Development,
WHO

Discussion

11:45-12:30 Parliamentary efforts to improve nutrition
Moderator:
o Marcela Villarreal, Director, Office for Partnerships, Advocacy and
Capacity Development, FAO
Presentations by Parliamentarians

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch break
14.00 - 16:30 Parliamentary efforts to improve nutrition (continued)
Moderator:

» Marcela Villarreal, Director, Office for Partnerships, Advocacy and
Capacity Development, FAO
Presentations by Parliamentarians
Discussion
16:30 - 17:00 Closing session — Concluding remarks by:
Representative of the Italian Parliament
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sponsorship of the Italian Parliament

Parliaments for better nutrition

Concept Note

BACKGROUND

A high-level inter-governmental meeting, the Second International Conference on
Nutrition (ICN2), jointly organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ) and the World Health Organization (WHO), will be held in
Rome from 19 to 21 November 2014, Centred on the theme Better nutrition for
befter lives, the Conference will bring together senior national policymakers from
food, agriculture, health and other relevant ministries and agencies, government
officials, parliamentarians, senior representatives of the United Nations, other
intergovernmental organizations, researchers, private sector and civil society
representatives in order to motivate, mobilize and commit to policy priorities on how
national and global food, health and related systems and reforms can improve
nutritional outcomes.

The recent The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2014 found that, while the
number of people experiencing hunger was reduced by 100 million over the past
decade, today, 805 million people remain chronically hungry, 161 million children
are still stunted, acute malnutrition (wasting) affects 51 million children, 42 million
children are overweight, and over 500 million adults are obese. Overall, throughout
the planet, two billion people continue to suffer from various micronutrient
deficiencies.

Through the Rome Declaration on Nutrition and its companion Framework for Action,
expected to be adopted on 19 November 2014, senior policy makers assembled at the
Second International Conference on Nutrition will collectively commit to eliminating
global hunger and preventing all forms of malnutrition worldwide. They will also
recommend to the United Nations General Assembly to endorse both the Rome
Declaration and the Framework for Action, and to consider declaring a Decade of
Action on Nutrition from 2016 to 2025, taking into account the post-2015 development
agenda process. The Rome Declaration and the Framework for Action are available on
the ICN2 website at: www.fao.org/about/meetings/icn2/documents/en/.

The political commitments set forth in the Rome Declaration will entail decisive and
urgent action, including the development of national laws, policies, strategies, plans
and programmes to enhance food systems, improve nutrition and ensure healthy diets.
Greater efforts will also be needed to strengthen human and institutional capacities to
address hunger and malnutrition, as well as to increase investments for effective
interventions. Relevant UN bodies and other organizations, especially FAO and WHO,
will be called upon to support governments in their national initiatives to eliminate
hunger and combat malnutrition.

Strong engagement of parliaments will be crucial in ensuring that the necessary
legislative tools on food security and nutrition are put in place. Thus, it is important that
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they be actively involved in the global policy debate on food security and nutrition to
secure their timely contributions, through their respective legislative bodies, in carrying
out - at couniry level — the political commitments in the Rome Declaration.

IPU is tackling the isstie of nuirition with its ongoing work with parliaments on matermal,
newborn and child heaith (MNCH) as well as child rights. Particular attention is paid to
law-making, oversight, and representation powers parliamentarians can deploy to help
reduce malnutrition rates and thereby improve the health and development outcomes.

Itis IPL's practice to organize parliamentary meetings in connaction with major UN
conferences and it would represent a continuum with the parliamentary meeting that
was held on the occasion of the FAQ World Summit on Food in November 2008, Also
this year, on the occasion of ICNZ, a Parliamentary Meeting will be organizad on 18
November 2014, under the title: Parfiaments for better nuirition -~ echaing the main
theme of the Conference. Organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union with the kind
spensorship of the Italian Parliament, this pre-ICN2 event will be hosted by the
Municipality of Rome, in the Sata Protomoteca.

OBJECTIVE

¢  Provide information about the ICN2 and its expected ouicome

s Articulate a parllamentary perspective on the key nutrition challenges and
opportunities

e |dentify parliamentary actions to support implementation of the ICN2 commitments

e Promote exchanges among parliamentarians on good parliamentary practice.

OUTCOME

o Sensilize participants to the importance of the national legal climate as an
essential contributer to better nulrition

o Encourage participants to promofe national dialogue, legislate, and conduct
effective government oversight to advance the progress under the ICN2
commitments.

The outcome of the Pariiamentary Meeting will be reported in a statement o the ICN2
on 21 November, and will be included in the final report of the Conference.

PARTICIPANTS

The Parliamentary Meeting is intended for members of parliaments woridwide.
invitations addressed io the Speakers of national parliaments are intended to inform of
the Meeting all parfiamentarians who will attend the ICNZ as part of their national
delegation and facilitate their participation in the Meeting.

AGENDA

A Provisional programme for the Parliamentary Meeting is attached herewith.

LANGUAGES

The languages of the Parliamentary Meeting are English, French, itatian and Spanish.
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One form per participant. To be returned no later than 8 November 2014

Registration Form

Country

Ms. CJ Mr. O Mrs. [
First name i Surname i
Parliament / Chamber
Function Member of Parliament [ | Senator [J i Aide or staff [J

Full title

Office E-mail
Personal E-mail

For parliamentarians only

Please list up to three parliamentary committees to which you belong

1

2

3

Date: Signature:

Please fill in and return this form, by 8 November 2014, by fax or email, to:
Inter-Parliamentary Union
Fax: +41 22 919 41 60
Email: postbox@ipu.org

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

This registration is only for the Parliamentary Meeting and it does not grant access to the Second International Conference on
Nutrition (ICN2). The IPU, the Senate of the Italian Republic and the Italian Chamber of Deputies are not in a position to
facilitate accreditation to the ICN2, provide visa support for enfry into Italy or hotel accommodation in Rome. These matters
should be dealt with by each participant individually, as part of the registration procedure for the ICN2.



