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Dear Ms. Hansen,

Violation by the Russian Pederation of sovereignty and wemilorial integrity of
Ukraite has brought to the forefvont the observance of human rights in the Crimean
peninsuata and in the affected regions.

On 12 May 2014 the report of the Human Rights Assessment Mission (HRAM),
pndertaken at the request of the Ukrainian Goverriment by o amionomons ORCE
instimiens - the ODITR and HONM, was released { please, find attachad ).

The report found that & sumber of serious homan rights violations. which gecurred
during the reporting period of Mareh-mid Apeil 2014, did vet precede bul rather
accompanded aed Tollowed the emergence of various iliegal armed groups, first and
foremast in the Crimen and castern and southem Ukmine, The victims of these violations
wore primarily pro-Maidan acivists and journalists. while those in the Unmes also
included Ukrainian military personnel and members of the Crimean Tatar contmuniy.

Acgording to the findings of he Human Rights Assessiment Mission {the full fexg
& atiached), the sitwation of national minoritics in the Crimes has saffered the most
dramatic changes over the past epuple of moaths. Ethnic Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars
found themselves in a very precatious situation, Ethinie Ukrainians, especially those who
spestk Dkrainian rather than Bossian, have come to fear potential violénce sl harassment
bised on their ethoic affiliation. Following a string of weported incidents, including
phyvsical sthacks, Crimean Tatars are now deeply concerned for the safety and security of
their community. Specitic concerns exist with respect to citizenship and residency stats,
emplovment and the right 10 work, and fand and property rights.

Al the samc time the Mission did not find any evidence of violations of the rights
of Russiang in the Crimea, as well 28 in other regions covered by the FIRAM during its
deploviment,

It s noteworthy in this respect thar the recent Repott of the Presidential Council of
the Russion Federation for the Development of Civil Soeiety and Human Rights, issued
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following the visit of its members 1o the cities of Simferopol and Sevastopel in the
Crimea. Ukraing, on 15-18 April 2014 tonies a significant nomber of findings and
abservations that filly coincide with the assessment made by the ODIHRHCNM HRAM
in its Report. Aceording to the Council, the situation is particularly worrving with regard
{0 threats and limits to the excrcise of the human rights and fundamental freedoms, in
panicelar in the sphert of media freedom, cducation. religion, a5 well as citicenship, right
i property, and an array of other economic and social rights. The cases of murder,
sorture, ill-treavment and discrimination, inchading on cthaic grounds, were registered,

I view of the above it is critical to contini independent monitoring Oof (e human
rights giluation in the Crimea and other affected regions in order to prowide transparcl
ated unbiased reporting on the haman, cconemic, and secprity sitwaticn on the groun,
affécted By the aggression and subversive getions of the Russian Federation.

As vielations of Ukraine’s sovercignty, territorial integrity and unity confine by
the Russian Federation, 1 deem it highly important for the Folketing Furopean Affairs
Commitiee 1o consider what additional steps might be taken to address the consequences
of these Uagrant violations of the OSCE and Council of EBurope principles and
commitments by the Bussion Federation as member and participating stale of these
distinguished interhaicnal bodies,

Faking into.accaunt the erucial moment for the people of Ukraing straggle te build
better funme, the Folleting Furopean Commitiec's message of support will also be highly
appreciared. It could become another step forward in showing suppord el solidarity with
[ Thraing’s effort to open a new democratic chapter n ils modern history.

Lol me alse expross wiy readiness o continee open and comprehensive dialogue
with o

Enclosure: 170 pages.

Sincercly yonrs,

:, . —

Andriy Biriuchenko
Charge d" Affairs a.i.
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