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Herg is the U.$, Govérnment assessment on the use of chemical weanons In Syria.
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Goveinment Assessmont of thie Syrian Government’s

Usé.of Cheniical "WéaﬁdnspiAugqsm, 2013

Agsessed with high conifidence that ihe Syrian gove

! h conf eniimient Gaigg
Darnaisons suburbs on Augusi 21, 2013. We

it Use-of Chernlesi Weapous on Auigust il

bogh o indopsivient ources ndidfés ot st

b gt 21,

chel eapions attack took place inthe'
addition to U,8, nteligengs , theit e décoints
| Syrian medicg] persdniiel; videos; i S5 accounts; thousands of sopfal
: 16ast 12 differsint logefiche in the Datasciis’ area; jouriialist aceoiints; and
 highly Sredible nongevetnmattal organizationss;

Eokerimant ssésknient detenined hat 1,429 paple were Killed in e

g at least 426 children, thowgh thigassessient will eortiinly

igo oo pértaining 1o the regire’s

e stsams of ntcligaicy about the

t-aittack ons, and 1he differences betwedn thie

o % 48 regi and the gpnosition. Our high confidence assesiment is e strongest
that the U.8. Tutelligence Coipg ity cantake shoit of confirmation, We will conthiue
in our undeérstanding of what took-place;

; ; o mﬁf””@ i
QUIES aseebsinents aré based on. '




Thé Synan regfme maintains g stockp:le of ny
and 'VX and has th0usands of munilfﬁmsf

Symn Ppesident B’aghar aI‘Asad xs d
and .1_1

ferous n};'mmc.al ggents, mcludmg mustard, sarin,
hat can bé uséd: ,deiiv“f cﬁamlcal warfar age’ﬁts

16 Daifiasbus suburbs,
pelidh pﬂmﬁg- st

ki

u’ R85 Wo- imve aeen no
Aseale; cderﬂiﬁméd m{;kec and aﬂﬂfery attack

-ﬁi gica{lzf
fm Visive chqmma;
: ’balilzﬁt'i'c missi!es, which

The Synan regime };as mitxqted an

,.,,er torid the Damaseus submbg of oppqs:gm}_forces usifig
ﬂié Arénasa base to stago attack. gainst regimie targets in the capi:a! The ‘regime has fm}ed to
cfaar dozchs of" I)amascus ngighborhiodds of o oppomtxon clements, ;naluding h

targeted on August 21, qesgita empipymg nearly all of | its convenm}nal weapons systems W¢
a$sess thit the regime 8 i}mmtmn w“th its mabihty to secure large. poitions of Damascus may
have com‘ubuted to its dec:s:bn o uée chemtca] weapons on August 21,

v A_ioa-mvearé&epram YGSairi}: \



Breparation:

Syrian chefhical WeApons persotinel were opérating in the Daméscus suburb of “Adra from

T .~'Su;tr@w:m&ggriSty;;ﬁlmﬁfﬂaﬁtﬁéﬁ@;@mgm@g@immmgmr:ﬁg-..—, L
- rogime uSes 15 mix chiemniy éapons, inoluding satin. On August 21, a $yrian xggime glériént
prepéted for a chemioal weapois atfack Jir the Damasous area, including through the tilization.
of g masks, Qe intelligerioe sevrces in the Damastus ayga did ot detect any indications in the

days prier to thie aftack tat opposition affiliates werd plamniitg to ise chemigal Weapons.

Aifist o in the garly hoiurs oF August 21 - Satellito:deteotions Sorroborate
thiat attaek A fogimesconitrolled aney siruck neighborhoads where the chemical attacks
repdrtedly socurted - inliding s Eatng, Jawbar, ‘Ayn Tarmns, pgxgyya;‘and,hdu'angm;y'ah.
This includes:the detestion of rocket Taunohes fom regiine controlled iofritory early in the.
moring, ap ;ﬁ:;‘i'@g:qrg;‘aqsiﬁi@ :5before the first roport of a chemical attick appeared in sogial
médid; grhg,i;ih;i{g,afﬂighf.a(:ti#ity, or nissilé launchas alsy leads s to concludé that the regime
used-rockets in the mtack, '

Locgl sacial media reports of a cherics! attack in the Damascus suburbs began at 230 a.n. iooal
tirie on Augtist 21 Within the rtest four hours there were thousands of sacial iedia repokts on
this attack from at least 12 difforent focations in the Bﬁmascus area. Multiple accounts deseribad

chemical-filled rockets impdcting opposition-controlled areas.

Three hospitals in the Damastus area reseived approximately 3,600 patients displaying
symp‘tdm_s-‘fcezisisteh‘tfw_i'm Hérve agest expostre in less thian three hoyirs o the moring of
sytapitoms, and the epidemiological patterr of events ~ chatnctirized by the massive nflux of
patienits in a short period of tifiie, tha origin of the patients, and the contariination of thedical and
first aid workers - wero consistent with mass eXposure 10 a nerve agent. Wo also received reports
from internstiona} 4iid Syrian medical persorinel on fhe ground,
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Fra; Helle Dyveborg Guns!ev

Senidt: 31 august2013 13:45
Tk Selinger, Thomas B
Ce: Edk Vilstrup Lorenzen, Ulrik E. ?etamm Mercan-ﬁihn Niaisan Lars Gert Lose:

Michael Braad; Jens K;sling, Kim ngmm Ulfik Véstergaard Knudsen, Jean-
_ Chatlés Eﬂennann-mngombe* Lard Petef Q\'fy
Emne: Re: Secrétary Kerry Likafy'to Cali Your Foreign Minister

Dear Tom,

g}at I$: qv,gte a;right Ida: understand that you have your hands full with a new Ambassador and now
a : - . _— - B LT U, e -

Thank you very mm:h for thg heads up. It" s trury appreciated.
Bast regards anq have & nice weiekend
Hells -~

Semit ffa mln iP&d

Den 31/03/2613&: 13,28 skrev "Selinger, Thomas B— |

' e_lf you n,eed ariythmg from me,
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' ,td éepy*y‘é‘ﬂ on this.‘ I'va been convarsing dire;ily Wi‘th Kasper and forgot you @



F;a:

Skniit: 26. 4ugust 20

Ttk Helle Dyreborg: Gurislev

(23 Christian Holm - i
Emne: ‘ RE; Mesting today with Michael Starbaek Christensen on Syri r
Thanks, Helle,. o _

Thisls pserfect We will see you at 13:48 and PUl and Chyistian at 14:00.

Veny bg t, :

Tot

 Thie erneil s UNCLASSIFIED,

Pui ahd Chﬂwan ng d ba yde!rgh!’;ed £ meet you at 14«00, prior: tQ YOUF meeting wlth Polltlﬁai
Director My schadyl ay $a bt tight so-could you and I meetapprox. 15 m nutes. before that?

Thanking yo;x in ad\lance,

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

At e T ek v e e et e, FHe e e T S AN A L

From. Selmger, Thomas B

Sent: t: Monday, August 26, 2013 9:14 aM -
Té: 'heidyr@um. dk’
Sub feér Meeting today with Michael Starbeek Christensen on Syria SRR

Hej, He!ie.
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Kasper Thams Olsan
26. august 2013 23:75 |
S Syta

Hd i Phene _'
e 1610872004 . 3035 v 15

4oy,

T 1:5;&}‘,4,\_.,!

S50

e e Ryt e e Bt Tt T R S Y






Sendt: 27. augisst 2013 06:03 -

Tit; Kasper Thams Olsen
Efine: RE: Syrla

Kidssifikation: UKLASSIFICERET

Hej | 'asp,er_,- ‘

Co U DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesperson
' . Auigust 26, 2013.

Secretary of Sfate John Kerry

Augiist 26,

iﬂ"@";‘s ),C.

S@?MTARY' KERRY: Wall, for the last several days President Obama and his entire national security
tedm. frave been reviewing hetug on in Syria, and today I wint to- provide an update an our efforts as e
consider our response o thege o Fchemical weapons, '

Shiack the cosiseence of the world, It defies any céde of
minate slaughter of civiliuns, the Killin of womign and children and

is aifioral obscenity. By any staridare it is inexcasable; and

What we saw iﬂ’Sgﬂ%l?'Sf week, should
marality. Letmé be clears The indist

innacent bystanders, by chemical wéanon . :
despite the éxcuses and-equivocations that some have ram dehired, it is nndenigble,

much texrible suffering, This i3 about the large-scale, indiscrininate use of weapons that the eivilized worla
l6ng ago deckded must riever be nséd-a all-~a convictioh shared éven by couitries that agree on fitfle

else. Thereis a clear reason that the world has banned entirely the use of chéinigal wespons. Thert is a
réason the international comthity has set a clear'Standard and why many countries have taken Major steps
to.eradicate these weapons, There is a reasoin- why Président Obama has made it such a piiority t6 stop the

profiferation of these weapons and lock thetn down where they do exist. ‘There is a regson why President
Obanta has made cleai to tHe Assad regirive that this international norm cannot be violated without

The meaning of this attack goes beyond the conflict in Syriu itself, aind that conflict has elready brovight so

censequences. And there isia reasoii why no matter what you bélieve about Syria, alt peoples and anl
nz;ttigns who believe in the cause of our cominon humanity must stand up to assure that there is

aécountability for the use of chemical weapons so that it never happens again.

1



memﬁqspemwimrwmuﬁummmm.mewwmewmmm dation, |
went back an tlw'ﬂwﬁmmﬁmm‘yﬁ?WX%m@me@wdmeﬂéw
thery oo ho g“‘““““hmﬂm Rt is seally hard 16 express i words the Humaz sfecinig that thay lay
ous Bofore. A5 n fuer,  5an't get the e ot of s oo of a.mim wiy hold up his déd chily,

wwmwmmmwmmwwwmmmwm wibBut & drop of
bluad or aed & vigible wiound; bosties conto Pmm&mﬂwmmmfwm

Anyoris whietn claim tht e attack of s

to che -'Mmfmﬁﬂmﬁrmmmmw‘ s,
Vit s b ditis compal 2 §0 Faloo wint to undersoors st while investigetot
the groutid, ous indératandling oF what s & ooy hegipened in Syri is

amtaing ustody of thete clemical weagons. We kpaw i
% Wekaiow thal dio regire ias bebn deterr

&

Korination s thé deys e, © T Vil

A R s L -

'V .‘_t‘_?}&‘.(‘ "~_,' dt : : g A' ;.‘ : . ;
its oW Storn |

*ong &g

BO0RSS, Fﬂhﬁafamnw, uﬁl&-ﬁi{mwﬁ?ﬂrt&n
Instead, for flve days, the Siiai regime refiised:18 allow the 1N investigatirs BUCeS4 0 the ife'pf the attack
that would gllqgediy exgnerite ﬂgﬂm umm?ﬁg avea fisiér, Shollitis i and systéntaticaly
destroying cvidéie That i3 niog the befiavior of'a goveinient th4thasnolfig to-hjde. That is nat the

o O b Iegime Eaget to prove to the world thay it tind a0t used dliemioal weapons, I faxks tie regime’s
beluted decis; 0!3'!9‘&&;;' 800034 18400 late, and IP’s 160 Jaie to be oredibie. Today’s reports of n aitdck on
Ui P investlgatass, topetha with the continued shelling of theso very neighborhoods, only firther
wepkéns the régime’s eredibility,

At Prosiddent Qbama’s direction, I've spent many hours over the last few days on the phone with foreign
minigtérs and oilier leaders, The Adminjstation Is actively congulting with membeys of CODEGSS ard we
will ‘eontipue to have thest conversationsin the days afigad. President Obama bibs also been in close touch
with the feaders of oyr key. allins, and the Prosident will be making an informed dectsion about how 1o
respond to this indisoriminate use of chemical weapons. But make no mistake: Plesident Obama believes
there must be accountability for thoso who would uge the world's most heinous wespons against the world’s
most vulnerable peopls, Notliing today is more serisus and nothing ig receiving more serious scrutiny,




MENA - Studenter

Fra: Selinger, Thomas B~
Sendt: 30. august 2013 07:

TH: Kasper Tharms Olsen
Ervine: Re: SV: Can I phonie you this morning to consuit?
Klassiflkation: UKLASSIFICERET

Thanks, Kasper. Il calf within an hour,
’I’om

meen Origlnal Message mmee- _ .
From: Kasper?hamggjsan{"" ' A o
..Selit:Fr -AUGYSE 30, 20130708 r,;__,. e e T e
To: Sei}nger, T‘homasﬁ o
Sabject: sv: Can1 phone you thls mornlng to consult?

Absolutely..1 am up and working You are welcome to call me an my celi phone from. now!

Best, Kasper

Emne. Ganr phone you thls mornlng to ;onsult?

He} Kasper, ' \
You £an probably guess the subject, I could cajl about ay

Thahks;
T@m



Klassifikation:

Can you call mey
Thaniks]

This emall Is UNCLASSIFIED,

Selinger; Thomas §

30. augisst 2013 os! . |

Kasper Thams Olsen
I vegot some detas?s for you

UKLASSIFICERET




Fraa Kasper Thams Olsen
Sendt; 30. sugust 2013 18:58

Til; Sefiriger, Thomas B

Effine: Re: The polnts we discussed

Kisssifkation; UKLASSIFICERET

This email Is UNCLASSIFIED.,

<Demarchie on CW Use by Syrian Government.docx>




Kasper Thams Olsen
30, apgust 2013 15:54
iiger, ‘

This emall is UNCLASSIFIED,
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- Selinger, Thomas

Serid: 30. august 2013 19:
' Kesper Thams Olsen

e _ Syria USG Asswsssmant

Vedhamfted filer: 08:30 2013 USG assessment on Syria.pdf

Prigritat: ' Hej

Kissstikagibn: UKLASSIFICERET
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U.8. Government Assgssment of the Syrian Government's

Use of Chiemical Weapons on August 21, 2013

The United States va‘emment agsedses with high confidence that the Syrian government catried.
out a chemical wegpons attack in the Damascus subuehs on Auvgust 21, 2013, We-further assess
that the regitne ysed » nerve ageit in the aftack, These alhsource assessmerits are based-ori-
human, signals, and geospatiaf intfei]igence as well as a significant béqy;bf i:,p'en,; source
repditing. Our-clasiifiel assessménts have been shared with the U.S, Congréssand key
inferndtiohal pa - To protect sources arid methods, we cafinot publicly release all available
ntelligence < byt What follows is an unclassified suramary of the U.8, Intelligence Comminity’s
analysis b what taok place;

Syriaw Government Usg of Cheinical Weapons on Angust 21

Aclarge boﬂy'éf"‘agpendcyt.'soqués ,ilg@icaté;.gﬁat-a chigiijgal Wé@p@ﬁ;g;@é&ﬁp‘bk plics in the
Daihasous sutiivhs ori.August 21: i addition to U.S. ititetiigghce inform ation, there are agcoyiits
from in;grnatigﬁél.agd Sy}'ian‘ﬂ:fgggﬁf@gi;.;ié@‘rsénhe,l; vidgos; witness aceduints; thousands of social

media rports from at least 12 diffgrent locations inthe Danasous afed; jiuirnalist aceounts; and

reports. from highly eredible pengoverpmentil organizations,

A piehitinaiy U.S, govefﬂﬁiﬁl}tjasse%s};;qnt‘ﬁﬁtemifuz;ed, that 1,429 beople wers killed i the
cheniical Weapaiis dttack, i_ng‘iaajggj~ﬁf]"(éf=‘ast‘4zs children, though this assessient will sestainly
evolve as we ohtain more inforiviation. '

We assess with high confidence that the Syrian government carried out the chemical weapons
scendrio in whigh the opposition executed the.aftack on Augyst 21 is highly untikely, The boty
of information used:to rhake this asessment inctudes fntelligence pertaining to the fegime’s
prepargtions for this:attack and its means of delivery, multiple streams of intelligence about the
attack jtself and its effert, 0r post-attack observitions, and 1% differerices between the
capabilities of the regime and the opposition. Our high confidence assessment fs the strongest
position that the U.S, Intelligence Community can take shiort of confirmation, We wilkcontinue

10 séek additional information to close 8aps in our understanding of whiat took place.



The S¥rian regime maintains a stockpile of numerous chemical agents, i_n‘g:_iudin_g muystard, sarin,
and VX and-has thousands of munitions that can be rised to deliver.cheinica) Wwatfare dgents,

| Syri’@_:_zjl"tgisidgn; Bashgr al-Asad s ',tﬁe.t;l'_timg@ dec}sior;wmakeaj.ﬁjr the chemical woapons

W agsess with high confidénce that the Syrian regime has uged chem_i'ca[ Wegpons on a small
& Opiosition multiple fimes in thie Jast year, including in the Dariascus suburbs.

Thjs. i it Is based on multiple streams of ipformation itioliding) sporting of Syrian
officitls plinning a1 oxegisiig chemical wespond atinoks arid labiiratory analysis of

iblogical saimplos'dbtaiied frivm 4nluber.ofindividyals, Which.revealed expasire to sarin,
We ssdess tharths oppiesitinn has rict sised chemical Weapang.
The Syrian regime Has the {pes of mupitions that We gssess wert ised to cairy out the aittack on
Algust 21, andfiasthe ability to sirike Simtiltangtih]
indication that e 5 : Hrge-

scalé against i ‘
physivlogical samplss Sbtaied ‘

1y in ultiple Jodations, We Have seen no
like the one that vceurred o August 2).

phosltion has catried out a lirgie-scals, coordinafed rocket and artilléry attack

WE dssess thit the Syrian regiirié has used chemical-weapons over thie last year primarily to gain
thenphertiand ot break o stélemate in areas whefe.Jt his struggled to seize and hold strategically
valugblp teestory. In this regard, we continge to jidge that the Syrian reglme views chomidai
“WeHpeng as onie‘of many towls in its arsenal; incliding sikpower and ballistic missiles, which
they iﬂ#*@ﬂﬂ}j{?é@qﬁf use against-the opposition. T

The-Sytian regine has initiafed an effort to rid the Démaseus suburbs of opposition forces using
the-alea as a base th stags attheks against reginie targets in the capital, The-regime has fiiiled to

clear fozens of—}?#‘!hﬁgé’usfngi‘ghbgjhodds o;f_"b;ppdg{itioﬁ-geigr@egxé, including neighborfiaods
tatgeled on Aigg&#t--zl,'-Hespité{fémplbylng'neart'y all of its conventional weapons systems. Wo
assess that the regime’s frustration with its inability to secure large portions of Damascus may
have contributed to its dedision to use chemical WEapOiis on August 21,



We haye ‘mte;lhgencc that Ieads us to assgss that Synan chemical weapons personng! — iiclyding
‘pars nel ass:sscd 1o be ,assoc:ate-d wnh 3he SSRC‘«Were prcparing chenyi jumtkms prior fo
the‘éttabk i the thece days priot 1o !hg Attick, vee conet;teﬁ trodms of hﬁmqn, sighals ind
gcospatml mtg}l;gence that revea! reg1m:;‘ a ';tm tuzs, that we aksess Were aésoé;atéd with
prepz;faﬁons fox‘ a ché;n fcal Ws%apons atf#cR .

Hoal vfeapcps Pe:mpnei Wet’c: ppgraun’g mhe Dammus suburb of ‘Adrafrqm
' Jgarl S moming o Wednesday, Atigust 21 nmaﬂ&_
grical weapohs ludingﬁar‘{n On,Au"u?;:*_;__u_ : i

oo . il ‘gﬁg ap ared in soiigl
'._‘.,_'i.fj.’_e bidhes also h:ads s 10 poigludg 4_§--t?!ie reginme

ik a!tack-i thc DaMascus mburbs bagan at2 30.4:m. local
t-fousr i y}rs;, - wer;: ;homértd,s g:Fsomal meara;epons on

_t'least 12 diffefeﬂﬂ(w&i in fhig' Dama&aus ared. Muitlple depounts descr;bed
chem ie;_ _ ﬂlied rpckéj’é lmpaé g OF p‘_{SSJt on-comroﬂﬁd areas;

Three haspitals ji lhe Da‘ 144

i ;ir#,a recewed appmximﬁteiy 3,600 pahentsxhsplaymg

ger ) 76 in Tess. tham%hrcp houis on the Honing of
iredible mf@rnatzona] hutnanitdtian otganization;, The reported
4 _ Bical-pa : 5~ €4 rhbterrﬁed by tha miassive mﬁm{ of
atients.in a shorr pﬂi’rod of-ﬂhe, the: origm of fhf,a pataem,s, : gd the contgriiniation of medical and
ﬁrst aid woikers = were consistont with mass sxposure to-a néfve agent, We also received réports
from internatiohal and Syrxan riedical persohirief on the: grouhd




We have |dentif'¢d on¢ hundred videos sttributed to the attack, many of which show Jarge
numbsgrs of bodies exhlbntmg physical signs Consistént with, but not unique to; nérve agent
eXposure The i‘eported Symptoms: of vigtims included ¢ uncohsmousness, foam:ng from fhe nose
ang- mouth constnctcd pipils, rapid hea,rrbeat and d:ﬁ{bulty breathmg Sevcral of the wdeos

) sho at apaﬁar tor bg numerous fatalit:es with no wslb!c inJuries, whuih 5 consjstent with

' __‘é}hglj;ﬁgg{. Weapang, gpd._inqqijfsj,mm‘with death from smali- -arms, hrgh-gxploswc

e b \......,* ,...‘.,,.._.w re s i

-Syrian opposmon dées not haye ﬂ:e, capability to fabncate aH m" the wdeos,

physaéal 3ymptqms verified by medicat pr,rsonnel and NGC!S, and othi iformation asmcfated
: w:th th{s chemxéalaﬂfwk o

that- laacfs usto mnclude that
, a;tgck on -Augu:;t 21, We interaepted .
it }Ii&}'w:th ifw oﬁ’hﬂs vé wﬁo confirmed
¢ on August 21and Was concetned with the UN,:
of Xug’ust 21 wc—:hat(émte‘}hge,pce that Syrian
ise operdtions, At the siime time, the regime
ny of ;ha i hbgrhnods whe cﬁémle*al anacks
DELUITe: ic, » we detected. cations of agtillety a {.’;mckct
fire at 8 rat qpfa : m:;ly fou g1} ‘es er than thp tpn pr: edingdays We continiigd 16 see.
mdit:ijons o{ sustaméd shc‘limg in thc ne:ghborhqods Up uriti} ihe mommg pf’ Augustﬁé .

Toi ‘clﬂd& there isa sutfstahua) body ot infarimtpr
resp__ ity i in thie  ehenticud Wegpons aifack thaip 1 c 65} efﬁ'i.s
adaith;ai znte}hgence thiat remains cIa,ss{q“ ed heodse of-S()uf“fces and methuds goncems that.is
being providedto Congpess: gnd Intematlaﬁal parngrs,




F-:é* K | Késper Thams ®ls ii

semifv 3% august 2013 17 19

‘l‘)b Selinger, Thomas B

Enme. Rex Secretaﬁy Xény Likely to Call Your Foreigh Ministef
Kiedeifytion; UKLASSIFIGERET

Déar Tom,

] p;’I will conté‘ct;-yq.,

,]mst’ens‘ex;‘
Barlose; Thure K:amp
YOur Fotelgn Miister

Dear Tdmf

Thanksfar yq_ur emaai and the phpne conve::satlon just now. As mentiotied t‘he Foreign

Ministe d be very happy to;take the cgil Ihave ce'ed his Privite Scerétary, Thufe
Krairty I Aéded his phorie mimber is 41863948,

All the best,
Kasper



Apo_egxgs tha' a‘;I of“ this is happsé g ‘by email and ¢ odd hoirs, Flease do iet e know if it
s he!pﬁxl fot us t(:'com; mto _the "_ ' Foveg thawc;ekénd_t dgsguss; S

’L
k'S



MENA - Studenter

Fra: Kasper Thamns Qlspn

Seiidt: 1 septamber 2013 13:44

Til: Selinger, Thomas B

Emnie : Ré! I think 1030 atn. will work for us
Kiassifiation: UKLASSIFICERET

Thanks; Wil send QOu'fhe formal reply then.

Sendt fra.min IPhone

Derny: 01/09{2013 ki 13. 43 skrev "Se[inger, Thomas B!

> Just waltmg for ﬂnal ward back from the Ambassatlo‘r o

e ) e i s S ettt o




MENA - Studaite

Kasger Thams Olsen

Fia: '

Sendt: 1, sépteniber 2013 21:45
T Seliger. Thomas 8.
Eﬁmm . - .
Klassifikation: UKLASSIFICERET
Tharks Yom

Sendt fra mih iPhone
 Den't/09/2013 k), 22,41 skrey “Séfinge

S T e e

A T

> Tor
> ‘ L
> ~-=--Oflginai Message---v-

>.From;: Sefinger, Thomas B e

> Benti Sundily, September 01, 2013 2:07 PM

0t "kasgls@uin.dk’ P o .

i micehr@um.dk's ‘heldyr@um.dk'; ‘erllor@um.di’; Jenkis@um.dk’; ‘thukra@um.dk; -

jos@ummdkt, T o N
> Sublect; Re: Meting 0n.Monday for our new Ampassador O Sytia
> P

> Thqgks{vg]-y mMuch-for cosrdinating this, We look forward to seeing Ambassador Jprgensen
tomorrow at 10;30..
> 5

> And we a'gg;eciziai:te}-thé ‘:wf![lnghgf.;‘gucf the Minister to see Ambassador Glfford on Wednesday. 1 wiil

follow 'up with thé Sécretariat tofmosrow.
>

> Mvh,

> Tom

-

> -~==~ Qriginal Message -----

> Fromi Kasper Tharfis Olsen [mallto:kasols@um,dk)

> Sent: Sunday, September 01, 2013 01:53 pM 3 2
> To; Selinger, Thomas B |

> Cc; Michael Starbask Christensen <mlcchr@um.dk>; Helfle Dyreborg-Gunsiev <heldyr@um.dkz;

> Dear Tom,

> |
> Thanks for your email, Unfortunatély, the Foreign Minlster Is traveling tomorrow and whi not be able

to meet, How’e\f_e.r, State Secrefary for Forelgn Policy, Kim Jargensen, will be happy to meet the
ambassador at 10.30 for an Introductory’ meeting and to discuss Syrla.
>



> The Minister will be happy to scﬁejrduia an Introductory meeting as early as Wednesday. I suggest
you cofitact the Minister's Secretariat tomorrow to schedule the megting. "

>
> Best,

> Kasper
>

> Sendt fra fnin IPhorie
} .

R -

:’.; . P ! .

> Full pext of President Obap ' Altgust 31 remal & o
> Lo afterndon, everybody, Ten days ago, the world watehed In horror as men, womgnand
e weie massacred Jn Sycia In th worst chemleal weapans attack of the 21st-cantury:. Yesterday
anted 2 powerful case that the' Syian government was respopsible for this™

I forces preparing fo use chiemical weapons,
bs of Damascus, and acknowledting that a chernical
borates what the world ¢

Tobe o L IRl see:4- hospiéals
, @ deat, Al told, well over 1,000 paople’ were murdered,
ren - 'young girls and boys gassed to death by thelr gwn

WILH victims; terrp
Several hundréd of thém were child
government, '
> This attack Is.an assault on h
security, It risks making'a hioe

Uman dignity. 1t aiso présents a serious danger to our national
Kery of the global prohibiition on the use of chemical weapops. It
Firié

endangers our filerids and our partners.aloh Syria’s borders, including Israel, Jordan, Tyikey, :
Lebanonand Irag. It could 16ad to es 0. usé of chémical weapons, or Eheir proliferation to
terrarlst grolps who would-do pur peapls harm. . !
> In a world with many daiigers, this fenace must be confronted,

> Now, after careful defiberatton, 1 have déclded that the Unitsd States should take millitary action
against Syrian reginie targets, ThIS weuld riot be'an open-erided Intervention. We would not put
boots on the ground, Instead; our action wouild be desigried to be limited iv duratjon and svope, But
I'm confident we ¢an hold the Assad reglime accountabie for thelr use of chemieal weapons, deter this

kind of behavior, and degradle their capacity to carry it out,

2



> Our military has positioned agsaty In the region. The Chalrmen of the Joint Chiefs has Informed ing
that we are prepared to strike whenever we ¢hnose, Momover, the Chalyman hag indicated to ma that
OUr capucity to exedute this mission Is not Hime-sensitive; It will ba effective tomorrow, o rext wedk,
or gng manth from sow. And:Pm prepared to give that opder, |

> But hayiriy made my décision as Cohmander-in-Chidf bysed ori what 1 am convinced i our- natiane!
secirity interests, I'm algo, iful that ¥'m the President of the world's ordwcons,t&utmg!'
demodracy, I've long: beliwvitd that our Power is raoted not Just In ourt miliitary még‘gt, butin our
exemple 8s e governnientof frip peoply, by the paople, and for the people. And thist's why T've made
8 $eand decision: 1 will saek althorization for the yge of farce fiom the American pepple's

fel £33, we've heatt frém raembers of congress Who want. ghialr volces tq be

heard, 1 absolately adiee S this morning, | spake vtk 8li four copgrassional |
agreed to schedilé o ddbinte and then & votg aﬁf}o@n ps ¢ Comes :
> 10 12 caming days, iy adiministration stants read ¢ &yery member with the iforrm
they ndt to underttand what happehed InSyria and why it has suth profounid.implications far
Amargeq’.s_ng_f‘gm '&eyjj_t?.ﬁ And all of us should he accoutitablé ag we fove forwang, and thist can

Ak

B S LT

88 rade Withaat walting for U:N. [iBpattorse I'm
ofa Unitad Notians ﬁwma%ﬁ%‘? 80 far, hss
ssad accountiibie, A9 & copsee uencp:}‘m}? eph
/ thiey Wk Impathadl By what
,f-t;’lu.f"@%twfaa lied t5 piiss:

EhiE military action wik iggtﬁbﬁtl(i@:

| T .-....;. ' ,; __; -‘ f ‘fs qﬁp a . N :
e% [ 88HYS gﬁ‘@% ‘%rﬁ%{%%
eaciaty

RéId; Naticy. Pelos] Aot Mitth
veias i milaly e, aver when that

ing hothing.
loba) conmaniy;
Gy igltgml{t‘%‘lj@h“tg?d.pav .
"8 prafithitio on thé uge o
v ‘ “%ﬁwegw@ﬂd's pagpl

Farg. 1fe Wbt anforge

Spy absit our t vﬁomm up.to others
Iedts who would chabe te halld Muiclear arin
ihiles yiho caivy gut befocidey _
lfoly. throligh on the things we say, thé

N3 ;megsage to the world, White the
ngs, we will fhslst that an atrocity commiitad

PN

a%ﬁuhj g W@é T e C):%
who Yigut Wihdbnaritay fiterma
T Gererist Whh il g
> We caniot rgise our child
&£cords we sign, the valugs th

-
s

> 1.d8n't expett Svary nati N to %&?ﬁ%mw the.desision.we have.made. Rilvately we've heard frany

expresélons oF suppor “from oyr | S, Buk T wil ask these who Gare about the writ of the
iﬁterﬁa}'lqﬁal comihnity to sfand pl}bﬂciy%jéh_f_ﬁg QU¥ agtion,

> Afid firially, lek & say.this € the Ameriean peaple: I know well tiiat we are weary of war. We've
ended one war in Iraq. We're ending anotfier 1A Afghanistan. And the American pegple have the good

of chihge that are going to take many ygars to réscive. And that's why we're not contémpiating
puttidy oyr troops in the midite of solvieang else’s war,

> Instead, we'll continye to support the Sytjan Rédple through our pressure on the Assad regime, our
comniltment to the 'opgas’!,mg, ir care for the dispisted, and our pursuit of a politicat resofution that
achieyes a government that respracts the dignity of its paopte,

> But we are the Unitad States of America, dnd we c@nnot and must not turn a blind eye to what

happened In Démdscus, Qut of thix ashes of world war, we bullt an International order and enforced
the rulés that gave i meaning. And we did so because we belfeve that the rights of individuals to llve

3




In peace and dl% ity depend ofi the responsibilities of nations. We aren't perfect, but this nation mo
than any other as been willing to meet t c‘g‘;a requnslbilitfes.

> So to a)) ‘meribers of Congress of bofh‘ parties, I ask you to take this vate for our natlonal security
1am faokin rorwargf to:the debaze. Andln doing 6, 1 ask vou; mafbers: fConQ .:_conélder
ﬁmﬁ. F rﬂsaﬁ differenicés or th

ce at dny gy

: y to_a,ct in tﬁe face or thjs outrage. quay I’m asking chgréSS to Send A message fo the
Ve 3i readv to move forwar-‘:f tOgether as-one natlop.

> Full text of Président Obama’s August 31 remarks:
> Gogd afterngon, averybody Ten days ago, the world watched in horror as men, women and

children Were Massad red in Syr:a in the worst chemical weapons attack of the 21st ceptuty. Yesterday

the Unfted States’ preserited a powerful case that the Syrian government was responsible for this
attack on'Its owr Feopla,

> Qur intelligence shows the Assad reglime and its forces preparing to use chemical weapons,
faunching rockets In the highily populated suburbs of Dafascus, and acknowledging that a chemical

4



waapons altack took place. And all of this corroborates what tha world can plainly seg -~ hospitals

overflowing with victims; terrible Images of the dead. All told, well over 1,000 peopla were murdereq.

Severs| hurtidred of them were children -- young ginls and boys gassed to death by their own

government,

> "rlhgj: attack Is an ¥ssault on human dlgqnity. It also presents a sarfous danger to quy national

securlty. Mt risks making & mockery of the global profibitton on the use of cheinical weapons, 1t

endangers pur friends ang our partnars along Syrin’s botders, intiuding Ivrasl, Jordiin, Tutkey,

Labgg and Irag. it could lewd to escaiéting use of chemical weapons, or thélr proliferation to

terrorist groups who would do qur psople harm, )

> In 8 world with mary datigers, this menace must be confronted,

> Noiw, alter careful daiiberation, 1 huve decided that the Unijted States should take miflitary action

agalnst-Syrian regime targats. This wauld not bg an open-ended Intervention. We wauld not put

baots on the ground, Instead, our action wopld be designed 9 be limited (n duration and scape; Byt

I'm confident we tan hold the Assad regime dccountabli for thair uge of chiemical weapons, detar this

kind of behavior, arid degrade thgir capacity to tarry It out, :

> Qur Milithry has pdsitished assets Iy the ngrgh The Chairtan of the Joint Ghiefs has Informed me

that we are prepared 0 strike whenavef e chodse. Moreover, the ¢ laiiman has indicated to me that

- SUR capheity. to-pvestibe this: HY S Tl e RAvRRI vy 1 % £tiactive tmorow;.oF next ik, .
or ode manth from how. And I'm prepared to glve that égqr. ' )
> But having iade my-decision as Cotniander-in-Chief asad an what I am convinged: Is our national
secunly Interests, Uin uliy rindfyl thdk i the President of the world's aldest. constitutionat
demogracy.. I'va lahg belisved that ouir’ hewer g rosted itot just In our nillitary Hjght, hut inour
exdmple as a g_dvemmqhwtthé fzeom ,gy tié padple, Bad tor the peopfe, And that’s Why Ve made
B poeohd daqislon: | Wil Seek atithiarizBHBn for the (ss of forck fron, e Amenican penple’s.

Lol
S ver who g cong pive haafd. (i embirs of CONgYESS Who wait thelF Vilads to b
: Yeve heard. froi virembirs of Congress who walit thelk valas tot
thlt moralg, t spoke with all four cangressional leaders, and they've

Q

«agieed to schaduft o débate wnd théhn & vote a5 soon ag Congress coimes back Intk session.

* > In the comindy days, my admisish ation SKAds ready'to provide pvery maniber with the informption
they heed to understand WHEE hashe et [h Syria- gt Wity i hassfich prifound Ipligations for-
Arfiedica’s natlonal skéirity, Andibfbof us shou d'be accountable as we move forward, and that can

_é.mpr be acé‘a‘g?mfsn&% with a vote, . ‘ 6

;> I'm confidentdn the cagé. SuUt ghverament hasyade without waiting for U.N, inspactors. I'm

4 comfoitable gﬁil’[sj‘ foriward wlwp%t the ‘a‘fspmval‘.bf’_q Urijted Nations s&anwcw«?gﬁ that, so far, has

, peen caipleteld Baralyzed snd ubwilling £ hold Assad aceollitible, As # doipbequence, man pesple

- have tdyisey agalist taking this: gactslon to Congress, Ang A doubledly; they were impacted oy witat

w4 S8V happen In thé:Unked Kingdom this weak wheh the Parliaiientof otiv closest ally falled to pass
@ rasdlution. with g sintiler Gaal, even as the Primé Minister Suppartes: takirig actton,

> Yét, While I Bbljeve T hive the authority to catry ouitthis Hillitary 4chon without speeific
Cbngl'é@ohét-aymﬁw;j know. gyt the couiitry-will be.stro; ' {f.we take this course, and our
actions: wiif b even more effective,. We should have this ﬁd,t?a;kﬁ, becase the Issues are too big for
busingss as usual. And this morning, Johh Boehner, Harfy Reid,Nancy Pelost and Mitch McCohnelt
agreed that this Is the Fight thing to do for aur demiatracy. _

> A country faces faw decisions as grave &8 uslng militély force, even when that force Is limited, 1
respact the views of thosa who caf for cautfan; particulgrly as our cauntry emerges from a time of war
that T was &lected in part to end. But if we really do warit to turn away from taking appropriate action
in the face of such an Unspeakable outrags, then Acknayyledpe tha costs of.doing-nothlng, . ...

24
g

“SHereE ¥ question for 8very member of Congriss and every member of the glokal community;
What message wiil We send if a dictator can gas huntreds: of childrep to deiith In plain sight aid pay
no price? What's the purpose of the Intemational systemm that we've bullt if a prohibition on the use of
chamical weapens that has Been agreed to by the goveérnmennts of 98 peteerit of the world's people
and gpproved overwhelriingly by the Congress of the United States Is not enforced?

> Make no mistake -~ this hasg Implications beyond chemleal wirfare, If we won't enforce
accountabiiity in the face of this heinous act, what does It say 8bout ouf resolve to stand up to others
who flout fundamental international rules? To governments who would theose to bulld nuclear arms?
To tervorist who would spread blologleal weapons? To armles who carry out genocide?

> We cannot ralse our children In a world where we will not follow through on the things we say, the
accords we slgn, the values that define us,

> 50 fust as I will take this case to Congress, 1 will also dellver this message to the world, While the
U.N; invastigation has soriie time to report on its findings, we will Insist that an atrocity committed
with chemical weapons is not simply investigated, it myst be confronted,

s




'wrvafuesdaméndm‘fsm hnot T

> I don't expect every natlon to agrae with the decision we have made, Privately we've heard many
axpreysions of support from oyr fﬂends But I will ask those who care about the writ of the
intenationat community to stand licly behind our actin,
> And finally, (et me say thf& to m ricati peopld: 1 know weli that we are weary of wer, We've
ended ma wer in Irag, We'ré endin k}w mMghaﬁ&ﬁan hd the Americen people have the good
$8n34 to Know we cannat resofvé the u sym With our mifitary. In that pirt oﬂ:tne
Wokd, thare ata angignit sactatin dmarenm, and tha of the Arab Spﬂhg have u Méashed forces
of chiage thut.are og;g to.take many years t6 resolve. Md that’s why wa're not contempfating
pp;i:{ng our tmops !Mﬁ riiddle of gomeone glse’s war,

> Instead; we'll oo naé*né Suppor the Syrfan N people throu b oy pressure on the Assad reg regime, our
conimitiment th thi ﬂmlﬁtm, our date fof the displaced, 4id our pumﬂt of a political resolution tmt
Schleves o ghvamiment it régpects the dighity of its peo}ild
> But we are the, Up itqd biss of Anerica, 4 we canpot and must fet turn a bilnd oye whq;
banﬁmed In Dan‘iascus. Ot of the bshés of word war, we billk an Jntmﬁoaal ordér ah &)

that ning. And we did so ha,gausa wg bojt%\}g Elha htﬁ of Imﬁvidu to live

!n ghd gﬁl_tir-," ‘ __‘d;op the res?ongfbﬂ&ies of nations butth ngtion mbre
y : 'r.naﬂan_" satiur

responélbmuas. . :
Qf'éongress,
the

40 PoItiSs of .
'“”“ ?&?Z?Jf:}ﬁga 15 S wmwg
{ptives must b Tvested it A
ra'“ ‘W‘a‘ié"‘“”h"‘%?

n't W avpl

ma! sgn‘?e th!{igsm _'
> Ultimatefy,’ t’ljjs I5tipt 2 4

country,
aﬁd, nqw {gﬁ, ﬂnﬁ

AN our deRyoericy s
togeﬁ\ér '

> ¥y teady to act Ini the fgga owf[$ auk Today I'M askliig Congress to sénd » méésage to the
world that we are. nigdy t:;g move f omrdﬁemer s dne s;g
&- Thanks very muck ‘
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Ambassador, J: Rufus Gifford, on Wednesday, September 4, Can yau please advise If this is st possible and what
thmes would work for the Minister's schedule?

Mvh,

Tom

We understand Forelgn Minister Sevndel might be avaltable to have an intraductory meeting with our newly arrive

Tom.Séllnger

Politlcal Giificar

Embagsy off thi tnited States
Doy Horsmarskydids Allé 24
2200 Copenhagen g
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