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Forord

Nationalmuseet inviterer pd opdagelsesrejse i for-
tiden. Forfatterne tit artiklerne i Narionalmuseets
Arbejdsmark er guider pa rejsen og beretter om
museets indsats under varme som kolde himmel-
streg, sivel som herhjemme i vort gronne, vide
Danmark. Leseren skulle gerne f& en folelsc af at
vere med pa rejserne og ekspeditionerne, kunne
se konservatorerne og etnograferne over skulde-
ren samt miske selv fale det krible, nir graveske-
en stader pa noget, der klinger i mulden.

Rejser med indhold kraver forberedelse, og
det vil sige forskning. Nationalmuseet igangsatte
12009 som noget nyt et tvergende satsningsom-
rdde inden for forskningen. Det lober til 2013 og
barer titlen “Nordlige Verdener”, for det om-
spander med sine over 20 enkeltprojekter store
dele af den nordlige del af kloden i bade tid og
rum. Rundhandet stotte fra Augustinus Fonden
sikrede helt fra begyndelsen bade undersegelser,
feltarbejde og publicering samt stor tiltreknings-
kraft i forhold til eksterne samarbejdspartnere.
Tre af drets artikler udspringer af “Nordlige Ver-
dener”, men deres temaer genfindes i flere andre
bidrag.

Det gelder klimaet og dets indvirkning pa
oldtidsminder samt tidens tands uopherlige gna-
ven 1 historiens levn. Nationale monumenter er i
centrum et par steder — og at Jellingstenene ende-
lig fik tag over sig, og at Istedlaven afsluttede sin
rejse og kom pd plads — det var godt.

PER KRISTIAN MADSEN
MUSEUMSDIREKT@R
DIRECTOR GENERAL

Preface

The National Museum invites you on an explo-
ration of the past. The writers of the articles in
Nationalmuseets Arbejdsmark are your gnides on
your journey and tell you about the Museum’s
work in warm and cold climes, as well as back
here in our own wet, green Denmark. We would
like to give the reader the feeling of being on the
Jjourneys and the expeditions, of looking over the
shoulders of the conservators and ethnographers,
and perbaps personally feeling the excitement
when the trowel strikes something in the soil with
a ringing sound.

" Journeys with content require preparation,
and that imeans research. In 2009 the National
Museum launched something new: a cross-disci-
plinary focus area in research. It runs until 2013
and has the title “Northern Worlds”, for with
more than 20 individual projects it encompas-
ses large parts of the northern part of the pla-
net in both time and space. Right from the start,
genefous support from the Augustinus Founda-
tion ensured investigations, fieldwork and pub-
lications, as well as great attraction for exteinal
partners. Three of this year’s articles grew out of
“Northern Worlds”, but their themes also appear
in several other contributions.” '

The themes are climate and its effects on

prehistoric monuments, as well as the incessant
ravages of time on the traces of history. Natio-
nal monuments take centre stage in a couple of
places, and the fact that the Jelling stones at last
have a roof over them, and that the Isted Lion
has stopped its travels and came to rest in its pro-
per place — these were good things.
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