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Vision for

early learning in

Ontario
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Ontario



Ministry of Education is responsible
for child care
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Child care in Ontario



Child care—by the numbers



Child care options in Ontario



Child care funding



Legislation and policy



57
First

Nations
receive funding
for on-reservefor on-reserve

child care
centres



Child Care Modernization
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Full-day kindergarten for
four and five year olds



Year 1—
35,000 four and

five year olds
across Ontario
enrolled in full-
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enrolled in full-
day kindergarten

15%



About 50,000 children

in full-day kindergarten

in 2011-12 (year 2), 20%
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in 2011-12 (year 2), 20%
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Full-day kindergarten offered in about
2,000 classrooms in nearly

800 schools in 2011-12



September 2012:                                                
1,700 schools offer the program to 49% of 
kindergarten students—about 122,000 children



Full-day kindergarten will be fully
implemented by September

2014
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Average class size of
26 children with 2 adults
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Certified teacher and registered early
childhood educator work as a team
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Play
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Play
based

learning



www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/kindergarten_english_apr13.pdf
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Curriculum

• play-based learning

• investigation
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• investigation

• exploration

• guided and explicit instruction





Integrated extended day program
complements the core day

23



Where there is sufficient enrolment,
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Where there is sufficient enrolment,
boards offer before and

after school programs on a
cost-recovery basis



Municipalities administer
fee subsidies

for before and after
school programs
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school programs



Children with special needs or
special education needs will

continue to receive services for
which they are eligible, while

attending full-day kindergarten
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Program
evaluation
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evaluation



Is grade 1 ready for full-day
kindergarteners?
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More information
www.ontario.ca/kindergarten



More information
www.ontario.ca/childcare



www.gov.on.ca/childcare/oelf
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