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Flotillas and the Wars of Public Opinion

By George Friedman | May 31, 2010 

On Sunday, Israeli naval forces intercepted the ships of a Turkish 

nongovernmental organization (NGO) delivering humanitarian supplies to 

Gaza. Israel had demanded that the vessels not go directly to Gaza but instead 

dock in Israeli ports, where the supplies would be offloaded and delivered to 

Gaza. The Turkish NGO refused, insisting on going directly to Gaza. Gunfire 

ensued when Israeli naval personnel boarded one of the vessels, and a 

significant number of the passengers and crew on the ship were killed or 

wounded.

Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon charged that the mission was 

simply an attempt to provoke the Israelis. That was certainly the case. The 

mission was designed to demonstrate that the Israelis were unreasonable and 

brutal. The hope was that Israel would be provoked to extreme action, further 

alienating Israel from the global community and possibly driving a wedge 

between Israel and the United States. The operation’s planners also hoped this 

would trigger a political crisis in Israel. Read more »
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Video Dispatch: Israel's Options on the Gaza Convoy

Analyst Kamran Bokhari lays out Israel’s options for dealing with 

the Turkish-led aid flotilla en route to Gaza. 

Watch the Video »
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