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Geneva, 13 September 2010

-Dear Madam Spéclker,
Dear Mr. Speaker,

. | am pleased to invite your parliament to participate in a

human rights seminar, which will be organized by the IPU, in cooperation

with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights, on 7 October 2010, the day after the closure of the 123« |PU .
Assembly. The seminar is designed to enhance parliaments’ involvement

in the work of the United Nations treaty bodies and, more specifically, in

the work of the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The international Covenant on Civil and Polifical Rights (ICCPR)
and the Infemational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) cover the full spectrum of human rights. By ratifying them,
States commit themselves to implementing their provisions and reporting
reguiarly on the steps taken to this end to the Human Rights Committee,
which oversees the implementation of the ICCPR, and to the Commitiee
on Economic, Social and Culiural Rights, which oversees the
implementation of the ICESCR. Both Cormmittees issue concluding
observations and recommendations to each State party. Parliaments
can make a significant confribution to this reporting and follow-up
process.

| hope, therefore, that your pariament will be able to
participate in the seminar and to designate for this purpose, where
possible, members of committees whose mandate is directly related to
the work of one or both UN Committees. Please note that the invitation is
also extended to one parliamentary staff member dedling with these
issues. :




-9

Members of both UN Commiitees have been invited to
facilitate the seminar. Please find attached a preliminary agenda of the
seminar. A final version will be avdilable shortly on the IPU website.

A

| sincerely hope that your parlioment's delegation will be able
fo participate in this seminar and would be grateful if your parliament
could complete and return to us at its earliest convenience the
attached registration form.

| look forward fo the participation of your parliament in the
seminar. '

Yours sincerely,

Anders B. Johnsson
Secretary General
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8.45am. - 930am. Registration

930am. - 945am.  Welcoming remarks

MORNING SESSION

General overview of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the contribution thal parliaments can
make, in cooperation with the Covenant's monitoring body,
the United Nations Human nghis Committee, to ensure
respect for its provisions

2.45a.m. - 11 am. mtrodtjcing the Covenant and its Opfional Profocols

- Presentafion: Professor Michael O'Flaherty (Ireland),
member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee,
Professor of Applied Human Rights and co-Director of the
Human Rights Law Cenftre at the University of
Nottingham, School of Law, United Kingdom

- Debate
Iam. - TLISam.  coffee break
I.tbam. - 1pm. wflr':'é'ﬁr'c':iecﬁon of freedom of eXPreSSIOH under the Covenant

- Presentation: Professor Michael O'Flaherty

‘Freedom of expression is the touchstone of democracy
and the main working fool for parliamentarians. What
are the scope and limits of this fundamental righte

- Debate

lpm. - 230pMm.  [unch







2.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m.

3.45 p.m.

515p.m.

3.30 p.m.

3.45 p.m.

515 p.m.

5.30 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights: the uphill battle of its supervisory Commiltee
in reminding States that they can and should make these
rights tangible at the national level

Introducing the Covenant and its Optional Profocol

- Presentation: Mr. Philippe Texier (France), member of the
United Natfions Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, Honorary Advisor to the Court of
Cassatfion

- Debate

Coffee bregk

What role andobhgcﬁlon for States, including Parliaments, to
promote and protect the right o work in a globalized world

-  Presentation: Mr. Philippe Texier

in today's globalised world, individual state sovereignty is
increasingly challenged in the work place. Infernational
corporations pursue unfettered investment opportunities
offering great retumns on capital but with somefimes
harmful effects on employment and working condifions.
The availability and movement of cheap labour across
borders allows poor families to break out of the cycle of
poverty but also encourages a race fo the lowest
common denominator of profection and opens the door
fo abuse. How should states address these challenges and
what are ftheir obligations? What can parliaments do fo
ensure the right fo work in a globalized world?

-  Debate

Closure of the serminar
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