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. The Greens| European Free Alliance

in the European Parliament

Brussels, # March 20/0

Mr John DALLT
Commissioner
Health and Consumer Policy

Dear Comm issioner,

We write regarding the Commission'’s decision fo autforise the culiivarion gf the Amflora’
portato. We are shocked thar you have made a decision on such a highly controversial issue
withour warting for the resullts of the review on EFSA s environm ental risk assessment guidelines.

You are probably aware that it is broadly accepred thar the long-rerm-efjects of GM O cultivation
as well as effects on non-rarger organisims fiave, 1hus jar, nor adeguarely been raken mnito account
1 the risk assessment framework’. In your role as a risk manager, it is not possible to blindly
Jollow FFSA s gpinion on Am/flora, even though you are aware rhar serious concerns have been
raised regarding rhe lack of mmformation on environmenial mpact as well as the very poorly
conducted feeding rrials.

LFurthermore, Amflora’ contains a gene which conveys resistance rfo antipiorics classyied as
critically mmportant” and ‘mncreasingly important’ by the WHO and EMEA. We find it /17¢/ly
questionable thar you as the Health Commissioner authorise a GM plant with an antibrotic
marker gene, agamnst the warnmg of the Authority under your responsiviiry, Luropean
Medicines Agency”. It is irresponsible to authorise varieties for which no or insufficient roxiciry or
allergy rests have been conducted when these varieries fiave undergone generic modyications that
have significant and wide-ranging efjects in plant metabolism.

In addirion, you are certainly aware rhar there are two conventional potato vareries already on
1he marker which show the same characterisrics as Amplora; bur which rave nor been genetically
modified. As resistance rto antibiorics are a widely recognised medical problem, any unnecessary
use gf this rechinology s unjustifiable. How can you place the mmrerests of one company nigher
than that of the overw/thelming majority of Lurgpean consumers, who are agaimnst GMOs?

With regard ro your rofen giff ro Member States - the idea of renationalising’ the decision on
cultivarion of GMOs - we are very concerned rhar rhis will contradict the provisions of /e
mrernal marfker as well as threaten the freedom gf choice jor consumers. You are aware that in
small-scale Furopean agriciuliure, contamimnation does not stop ar borders.

! see e.g. Conclusions of the Council of Environmental Ministers of December 2008;
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/envir/104509.pdf
2 EMEA CVMP/56937/2007; http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/opiniongen/5693707en.pdf
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Last bur not least, we are very disappomired tiar your commument 1o rransparency’ vis-a-vis the
Luropean Parliament seems to be resrricred 1o mformimng us aboul a decision as a jait accomplr,
that Is, a few fours before you publish ir.

Yours sincerely

On behalf of the Greens/FFA Growp

Aeweda b (03M

Rebecca Harm.s Danrel Colin-Bendrr
Co-President Co-President
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