23. november 2008

Kort afrapportering:
8. arlige konference i det Parlamentariske Netvark for Verdensbanken (PNoWB) i Paris.
“Delivering development in the midst of food, fuel and financial crisis, and the climate change
challenge.”

1. Det arlige PNoWB mede blev afholdt i samarbejde med det franske parlament, verdensbanken og
en rekke andre partnere bl.a. AWEPA (European Parliamentarians for Africa). Det tematiske
fokus var fodevarer, energi, den finansielle krise, og ikke mindst klima-udfordringen og
fattigdomsbekaempelse.

2. Der deltog mere en 150 parlamentarikere fra over 80 lande. Derudover en rekke observatorer fra
forskellige organisationer, verdensbanken osv. i alt omkring 220 deltagere.

3. Bade IMF direktor (Dominique Strauss-Kahn) og WB prasident (Robert Zoellick) deltog med
taler, og der var ganske god tid til at udsperge dem om bankens og valutafondens politikker. I det
hele taget var programmet sxrdeles imponerende (fx deltog nobelprismodtager 1 skonomi, Dr.
Michael Spence). Presentationerne og diskussionerne var yders relevante.

4. Vedtzegterne for PNoWB (Parliamentarian Network of the World Bank) blev andret og forsimplet.
En beskrivelse af PNoWB er vedlagt. Organisationen blev etableret i 2000 ved et
parlamentarikermode i Haag som et initiativ til at folge bade verdensbankens og valutafondens
arbejde taet og inddrage parlamentarikere fra bade nord og syd.

5. Der blev atholdt valg til den 12 mand store bestyrelse. Efter samrad blandt de nordiske deltagere
blev jeg opfordret til at stille op og blev ogsa valgt. Bestyrelsen er reprasentativ bade geografisk
(alle regioner i verden) og kensmaessigt (minimum 40 pct. andet kon). Det britiske
parlamentsmedlem Hugh Bayley blev af bestyrelsen genkonstitueret som formand.

Fakta om verdensbanken:

6. Verdensbanken er verdens storste doner — bade f.sva. lan og gavebistand — til udviklingslandene,
har omfattende reprasentation i alle udviklingslande og agerer ogsa som ”tenketank” for
okonomisk udvikling og fattigdomsbekaempelse.

7. De nordiske og baltiske regeringer har én fxlles plads i bankens bestyrelse og en fzlles strategi
(2007-2011) for arbejdet. Pt. har eksekutivdirektor Svend Aass (Norge) plads i bestyrelsen, og Jens
Haarlov (Danmark) er hans stedfortreder.

8. Ved dette mode var Finlands parlament, det norske storting og folketinget reprasenteret. Stortinget
har — ligesom folketinget — besluttet at folge verdensbankens arbejde tettere. Finlands UM stotter
PNoWB gkonomisk bl.a. til at gennemfore field visits 1 samarbejde med verdensbanken.

9. Danmarks samlede bidrag til verdensbankgruppen var i 2007 pa 874 mio. kr. (heraf 420 mio. kr. til
IDA, resterende bidrag til serlige programmer og fonde), og er dermed det storste danske
enkelbidrag til en organisation (ud over EU og FN).

Videre arbejde:

10. Da de nordiske/baltiske lande har fzlles bestyrelsesplads og strategi vil det naturlige vare, at vores
parlamentariske kontrol og diskussion af verdensbankens arbejde koordineres. Derfor foreslar jeg,
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at vi etablerer et PNoWB regional chapter med en styrekomite med én representant
(kontaktperson) fra hvert parlament.

Dernzst foreslar jeg, at udenrigsudvalget forud for verdensbankens meder (forar og efterar)
drofter prioriter med udviklingsministeren, og at vi 1 det hele taget folger bankens arbejde twttere.
Man kunne ogsa forestille sig, at NGO synspunkter om verdensbankens arbejde inddrages fx i
form af en mini horing/mede i udenrigsudvalget — en praksis de har succes med i det britiske
parlament.

Dernzst kunne man fastholde praksis, hvor den danske FIN-delegation meder vores reprasentanter
1 verdensbanken samt at andre folketingsdelegationer 1 Washington DC aflegger besog 1
verdensbanken, hvis det er relevant.

At udenrigsudvalget forsxtter praksis med at sende min. 2 reprasentanter til den arlige PNoWB
konference.

Den finansielle krise har betydet, at Bretton Woods institutionerne (WB/IMF) er til diskussion, og
der droftes ny struktur, opgaver m.m. Det er etableret nye fora som eksempelvis G-20, men ogsa
G7/G8 spiller en afgorende rolle. EU har ogsa i det seneste DER-mode vedtaget en politik med
styrkelse og @ndringer af WB og IMF's roller.

Derudover er fodevarerkrise, energikrise, klimaforandringer (herunder naturkatastrofer) og
selvfolgelig fattigdomsudfordringen akutte problemstillinger. Udenrigsudvalget bor droefte, hvordan
vi engagerer os 1 disse problemstillinger.

Hvad angar den finansielle krise har jeg har allerede luftet ideen om en fzlles horing mellem PO og
URU (hvilket er droftet mellem formandene).

Yderligere information om Parliamentarian Network on the World bank - www.pnowb.org

Jeppe Kofod, MF
Den 22. november 2008



PNoWB at a Glance

“We’re not fans of the World Bank. We’re critics when necessary, supporters when necessary.
PNoWB promotes the role of MPs in fighting poverty. We’re a hands-on implementation group,”
Bert Koenders, MP, the Netherlands, PNoWB former Chair

* The Parliamentary Network on the World Bank was founded in May 2000 as an informal network of
individual parliamentarians, to strengthen accountability and transparency in international financial
institutions in general and in the Bank, in particular, as the largest donor of development programs
throughout the world.

* PNoWB is an independent non-governmental organization regulated by the French Law of 1901 and
is gathering more than 800 parliamentarians from 110 countries.

* PNoWB mobilizes parliamentarians to address global governance and poverty challenges, to promote
transparency and accountability of international development and offers a unique platform of dialogue
between parliamentarians and the World Bank.

* PNoWB closely works with the World Bank and many of its activities are undertaken in partnership
with the World Bank, including the Annual Conference and the Field Visit Program.

* PNoWB also has Local and Regional Chapters in India, Japan, East Africa, West Africa and the
Middle East and North Africa and the Balkans. The PNoWB anticipates launching Latin America and
Caribbean Chapter as well as a Southern Africa and South East Asia Chapters, in the coming year.

* PNoWB biggest funders are the Government of the Netherlands and the Government of Finland.
PNoWB had also received funding from the UK Government, the Swiss Government, the Greek
Government, the French Government, the United Nations Foundation and the World Bank and the
IMF, who also contributed in kind.

PNoWRB is open to parliamentarians from World Bank member states.

PNoWB members represent themselves and their constituents, and not their countries, parliaments or
governments.



PNoWB History

The First World Bank conference with Parliamentarians, held in The Hague in May 2000, was organized
by the European Vice Presidency of the World Bank with the intention to inform MPs (Members of
Parliament) about the Bank\'s role in poverty reduction, to exchange views on the role of parliamentatians
in international development and to engage MPs in reflection on future development challenges.

From this initial meeting, a core group of parliamentarians who were interested in pursuing the dialogue on
a regular basis launched the initiative which has today become the Parliamentary Network on the World
Bank (PNoWB).

Over the course of the following year the MPs further discussed the initiative, and during the Second
Annual World Bank conference with Parliamentarians (held in London on January 28-29, 2001), the
general assembly elected a steering committee of nine members who were entrusted with the task to run
the initiative during the next two years.

As the network took shape, it became evident that the PNoWB needed to take steps to legally define itself
as an entity independent of the World Bank. At the Third Annual Conference (held in Bern in May 2002),
the assembled parliamentarians reiterated their desire to continue and formalize the initiative. The steering
committee members decided to form a non-profit and non-partisan group with a view to structure the
existing PNoWB network.

In February 2003, the founding Articles of Association were unanimously adopted by the steering
committee, which transformed the PNoWB from a network of MPs to an independent

non-profit association under French law. Under these Articles, a new Board of Directors was elected at the
Fourth Annual Conference, held in March of this year in Athens. While the PNoWB has undergone a
critical change in the nature of its organization, it remains a non-partisan, member-driven network, open to
parliamentarians engaged in the issues surrounding international development.



