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Offentligt

Tak fordi det blev muligt at mgde jer i sundhedsudvalget.
Vi vil gerne starte med at praesentere os, der er her.

Ambara Nuur, projektkoordinator, formand for somalisk kvindeforening og netop
valgt som vicepraesident for den europaeiske organisation imod omskaering, der
modtager EU-stgtte til arbejdet.

Hanne
{Lone)
Sonja

Der er 28 lande, der har en tradition for omskaering — det er ikke religigst bestemt og
det praktiseres af bade muslimer og kristne.

Mange flygtninge og immigranter har bragt traditionen med sig til Furopa - det er
naturligvis forbudt i Europa — og ogsd i de fleste Afrikanske lande — men traditionen
betyder meget i sidste ende for mange.

Vi har laest ministerens svar til Folketingets sundhedsudvalg, hvori han skriver, at der
i dag ikke er noget naevnevaerdigt problem, men sagen er, at det er der ingen der
ved noget om. Det er ikke undersggt.

Vi ved at jordmgdrene stadig far meget unge kvinder ind — 18-19 &r -, der skal fgde,
men som er omskarne.

Hvorndr og hvor de er blevet det stér hen i det uvisse — og hvis der ikke ggres en
opfattende ops@dgende indsats imod, er der risiko for, at traditionen fortsatter i det
skjulte.

Det er baggrunden for at vi pa tveers af landet og pa tvaers af baggrunde har sat os
sammen og pé frivillig basis udarbejdet en national handlingsplan, der efter vores
bedste overbevisning er ngdvendig for at f stoppet al trafik pa dette omrade.




Vi skal have udryddet myterne om at unge maend fra de pagaldende lande kun vil
giftes med omskarne unge kvinder. Det vil de slet ikke.

Vi skal have fakta frem til de traditionsbaerende grupper om, hvor gdeiseggende
omskaering er for kvinder.

Vi skal have udarbejdet retningslinjer for, hvordan omskérne kvinder hjaelpes efter
graviditet og i det hele taget, sa de far reduceret deres gener som fglge af
omskaering — baseret pa den nyeste leegefaglige viden.

Vi skal naensomt have undersggt status for de mindre piger for at 3 et fingerpeg
om, hvor omfattende problemet med omskaering stadig er.

Og vi har iseer brug for at fa undersggt holdningerne blandt de unge mand, sa vi har
noget dokumentation overfor den ldre generation om at omskarne piger er dem,
de ikke vil giftes med.

Vi skal have informeret de offentlige ansatte, der er i naerkontakt med miljpet -
uanset om det er i bgrnehaven og i skolen, i socialforvaltningen, hos politiet eller i
sundhedssystemet, sa de kan spotte risiko for omskaering og ved, hvordan de skal

- forholde sig, hvis der er risiko for eller er sket en kriminel handling, som medvirken
til omskeering er.

Materialet, der er fremstillet midt i halvfemserne, er foraeldet og mange stedet gaet
i glemmebogen. Der er ikke sket praktisk opfgigning af den seneste skaerpelse pa
omradet, sa ogsa medvirken i udlandet er kriminel.

At kun én mor er dgmt for omskaering af hendes dgtre er desvaerre naeppe et udtryk
for, at der kun er meget sjeeldne tilfaelde, men et udtryk for at loven ikke anvendes i
praksis.

Handlingsplanen er udviklet af styregruppen, hvis medlemmer har meget forskellige
ekspertiser — lzege, jordmord, baggrund i maigruppen og andre med indsigt i
forholdene.

Vi har faet et mindre tilskud fra EU's daphne program til at dackke omkostninger ved
mgder etc. . Dertil kommer en mindre bevilling fra Red Barnet i Arhus. Samtidig har
vi vaeret en del af et samarbejde pa tvaers af repraesentanter for 15 lande — og det er




narmest kun i Danmark at regeringen ikke patager sig enten ledelse og gkonomi
eller bare gkonomi — vi har faet meget ros for handlingsplanen og vort arbejde i det
hele taget — men ingen i de andre lande kan forstd, at vi ikke har stgtte til indsatsen
fra den danske regering.

Nogle opgaver er det vigtigt at myndighederne lgser — f.eks. retningslinjer for
hvordan politiet skal handtere anmeldelser, retningslinjer for hvordan lzeger og
andet sundhedspersonale skal agere, retningsiinjer for, hvordan man handterer
mistanke om omskaering eller risiko for omskaering.

Det vi tilbyder staten er en meget billig I@sning af opgaven med kampagner i forhold
til malgruppen. Vi har et budget for den frivillige del over fem &r pa lige godt 3 mio.
kr. - en beskeden pris i forhold til, hvad der kan forebygges og i forhold til, hvad
omskarne kvinder i fremtidens Danmark nemt kan komme til at koste
sundhedssystemet og samfundet ekstra som folge af de skadevirkninger som
omskaering har, hvis det ikke stoppes nu.

Dertil kommer at staten ma patage sig ansvaret for de forsknings- og
myndighedsopgaver, der knytter sig til problemstiliingen.

| har modtaget forslaget til handlingsplan og vi vil meget gerne uddybe og svare p3
udvalgets spgrgsmal.




The Danish National Action Plan

FGM seminar in Aarhus, November 25, 2008: Project Coordinator and Project assistant Maja Jensen welcoming

the participants.
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1. Introduction

As part of the European Daphne programme and the Euronet-FGM network, the Danish National
Action Plan Project began in 2007. By establishing a dedicated voluntary Steering Committee, it
has been possible to construct outlines for the effort against Female Genital Mutilation in
Denmark. As a very recent case has confirmed, ethnic minorities with tradition for FGM have not
entirely abandoned the practice despite leaving their home countries. It is therefore vital that the
National Action Plan is implemented in Denmark in order to determine the scale of the potential
risk for young ethnic girls as well as to aid the women who have aiready been circumcised.

1.1 The Steering Committee & Partners

The voluntary Danish Steering Committee was established by coordinator Ambara Nur, president
of the Somali Women Organisation in Denmark. Besides her, the members count:

Sonja Mikkelsen, former Minister of Health

Hanne Jensbo, chairman of the board for Women’s Centre Aarhus and President Elect
of Soroptimist International

Samia Y. Ali, president of the Danish Association against FGM

Hanne Gylche, vice-president of the Danish Association against FGM

Vibeke Jorgensen, secretary for the Danish Association against FGM

Marianne Nuur, youth education consultant

Pia Mortensen, housing association Praestehaven

Lone Serensen Hoff, health consultant

Besides the Daphne-programme and the Euronet-FGM association, the project received financial
support from the local Save the Children department in Aarhus. Housing association Praestehaven
provided financial guidance and management.




FGM seminar in Aarhus, November 25, 2008: Sonja Mikkelsen and Samia Y. Ali participating in the discussion
about preventive measures.

1.2 Project Execution

After the establishment of the voluntary Steering Committee, the group composed a draft for the
National Action Plan. It was presented to 40 people dedicated to the debate concerning FGM at a
seminar held in Aarhus on November 25, 2008. The participants were professionals in the public
health care and social security systems, politicians and representatives from the ethnic groups in
question. Background information was provided by means of the Dutch movie “Ma Gudni” (I Am
Not Circumcised) and lectures by Consultant Lone Hvidman and coordinator Ambara Nur.
Afterwards, the Action Plan was discussed in workshops. The draft was corrected according to the
findings in the workshops and approved. The final document has now been distributed to the
participants in the seminar as well as to relevant public authorities. On February 12-14 2009, the
Danish Steering Committee hosted the social programme for the participants in the closing
Buronet-FGM conference in Aarhus, where the National Action Plan was presented. (Appendix 1)

Parallel to the work with the Action Plan, the Steering Committee has worked on establishing a
Danish website to host the project and to function as an information source for the relevant
audiences. The website is expected to be completed during spring 2009.




FGM seminar in Aarhus, November 25, 2008: Local religious leaders participating in the seminar,

2.4 Personal and Professional Development

In regards to personal development during the project, Steering Committee coordinator Ambara
Nur has experienced an enormous increase in self confidence and she has discovered new abilities
and opportunities for serving her community.

On the professional level, she has increased her ability to discuss FGM and established new
networks with a range of people who can make a difference. Furthermore, she has received much
training and information on FGM which has made her more skilled in persuading affected
communities from continuing the practice. On the organisational level, she has spearheaded
campaigns and debates on the subject. She has also observed that more members of the
organisation speak out clearly against FGM in their communities. It is her belief that the work
done during the project has helped prevent circumcision of girls in the affected communities.

3. Conclusion

As a consequence of this project, Denmark now has an Action Plan that can help prevent FGM, a
subject previously without priority in the Danish government. While there is still a lot of work to
be done in order fo implement the Action Plan, important steps have been taken towards the goal
of removing the FGM threat against ethnic girls in Denmark. The Danish Steering Committee has
furthermore managed to bring the needs of already circumcised women into focus. It is very
important that the EU and Euronet-FGM continue their support during the implementation process
so that the National Action Plan can have a sufficiently strong impact in each country.

The accounts for the project 2007-2009 have been enclosed as appendix 4.
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: Participating in Workshops.

Aarhus, November 25, 2008
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