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Sehr geehrter Herr Minister Poulsen,

ich habe die Ehre, Thnen anliegend ein Schreiben des Bundesministers Sigmar Gabriel zu tibermitteln.

Mit freund]ichen Griissen
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Sehr geehrter Herr Kollege,

vielen Dank fiir Ihr Schreiben vom Februar 2009, welches mir ein klare-
res Bild der Entsorgungsproblematik vermittelt hat, die sich fiir Dine-
mark im Zusammenhang mit den von dénischen Verbraucherinnen und
Verbrauchern in Deutschland erworbenen Getrinken in Einweggetrinke-
verpackungen stellt.

Ich stimme mit [hnen darin iiberein, dass restentleerte Getrinkeverpa-
ckungen einer hochwertigen stofflichen Verwertung zugefiihrt werden
sollten und sich dies am besten iiber die Einbindung dieser Verpackun-
gen in ein obligatorisches Pfandsystem sicherstellen lssst.

Nachdem sowohl in Ddnemark als auch in Deutschland bereits entspre-
chende Pfandsysteme eingerichtet sind, bin ich zuversichtlich, dass die
angesprochene Problematik kurzfristig einer fiir alle Seiten praktikablen
Losung zugefiihrt werden kann, welche den Schutz der ddnischen Um-
welt gewdhrleistet, ohne den freien Warenverkehr im deutsch-dénischen
Grenzhandel zu beeintrichtigen.

Ich begriie daher sehr, dass sich unsere Mitarbeiter bereits auf eine ge-
meinsame Sichtweise des Problems sowie auf einen méglichen Losungs-
ansatz verstidndigen konnten, der auch vom Umweltministerium Schles-
wig-Holstein mitgetragen wird.
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Der Vorschlag sieht vor, dass Einweggetrankeverpackungen, die im
Grenzhandel an dénische Staatsbiirger abgegeben werden, unmittelbar in
das dédnische Pfandsystem eingebunden werden, sich also der deutsche
Vertreiber am dénischen Pfandsystem beteiligt und das dénische Pfand
erhebt. Die Riicknahme der restentleerten Verpackungen und die Pfand-
erstattung konnte dann — wie bei in Danemark erworbenen Getranken —
iiber die dédnischen Vertreiber vor Ort erfolgen.

Vor dem Hintergrund, dass es sich bei den gegenstindlichen Getrénke-
verpackungen iiberwiegend um dénische Produkte handelt, wie sie auch
in Dédnemark allgemein vertrieben und iiber die dortigen Vertreiber zu-
riickgenommen werden, erscheint mir diese Losung sinnvoll und mit
vertretbarem Aufwand umsetzbar. Ich habe mir daher erlaubt, diesem
Schreiben eine Zusammenfassung der von unseren Mitarbeitern erérter-
ten Eckpunkte beizufiigen und rege an, auf dieser Basis in weiterfithrende
Gespriche einzutreten.

Mit freundlichen Griiflen
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Anlage

Several hundred million units of beverages in one-way drinks packaging are sold every year
in Danish-German cross-border trade. The main customers and consumers who buy these
goods in shops specialised in cross-border trade are Danish citizens who subsequently take
the goods to Denmark and use them there. No deposit is charged for the drinks packaging.
Experience in Denmark has shown that, owing to the lack of incentives, imported drinks
packaging is not collected separately and thus cannot be recycled properly. As it is simply
thrown out it is a burden on the environment.

At the same time, cross-border trade is an important economic factor in those regions of
Schleswig-Holstein which are close to the border. If Danish citizens travelling back home
were charged deposits for one-way drinks packaging without the option of being refunded in
Denmark at a location within a reasonable distance, distributors fear that this would endanger
cross-border trade.

The Danish Ministry of the Environment, the German Environment Ministry and the Ministry
of the Environment of Schleswig-Holstein agree that one-way drinks packaging should be
collected separately and be recycled. From the ministries' point of view, charging a deposit on
one-way drinks packaging sold to Danish citizens travelling back home will in principle help
to achieve this goal. However, the instrument must be set up in such way as not to impair free
cross-border trade between Germany and Denmark.

The competent ministries therefore agree to strive for a solution equally acceptable to all
stakeholders, based on the following:

» For all one-way drinks packaging sold to Danish citizens leaving Germany, a deposit
must be charged as far as both German and Danish legislation require a deposit to be
charged on one-way drinks packaging, and the reimbursement of the deposit to
consumers within a reasonable distance in Denmark is guaranteed.

» Distributors participating in cross-border trade will be allowed to charge the deposit
stipulated by Danish law for one-way drinks packaging sold to Danish citizens leaving
Germany instead of the deposit stipulated by German law. '

» Cross-border distributors will participate in the Danish deposit system under similar
conditions as Danish distributors.

> The ministries, the Danish deposit system and representatives of the cross-border trade
will confirm the solution in a joint statement to be elaborated with all parties involved,
including relevant third parties if it is deemed required.

» The Land Schieswig-Holstein will assist in the practical implementation of the jointly
drawn up solution and will ensure implementation by means of enforcement, if
necessary.

» If it becomes necessary for Denmark or Germany to change legal framework
conditions to enable or ensure the implementation of the joint solution, the competent
ministry will present corresponding proposals for mutual agreement.
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Dear Colleague

Thank you very much for your letter of February 2009, which gave me a clear picture of the
waste management problem arising for Denmark in connection with beverages in one-way
drinks packaging purchased in Germany by Danish consumers.

[ agree with you that the empty drinks packaging should undergo high-quality material
recovery, and that this is best secured by including this packaging in a compulsory deposit
system.

Now that suitable deposit systems have been established in both Denmark and Germany, I am
confident that this problem can be solved quickly and in a way which is practicable for all
parties, with a solution that protects the Danish environment without restricting the free
movement of goods in the cross-border trade between Germany and Denmark.

I am therefore delighted that our staff have already reached agreement on a joint view of the
problem and on a possible solution, which is also supported by the environment ministry of
Schleswig-Holstein.

The proposal envisages incorporating one-way drinks packaging which is sold to Danish
citizens in cross-border trade directly into the Danish deposit system. Thus the German
distributor would participate in the Danish deposit system and levy the Danish deposit.
Distributors in Denmark would then take back the empty packaging and reimburse the deposit
in the same way as for beverages purchased in Denmark.

In light of the fact that the actual drinks packaging concerned is predominantly of Danish
products which are also generally sold and returned via the distributors in Denmark, this



appears to me an appropriate solution which can be implemented at an acceptable cost. |
therefore enclose herewith a summary of the main points discussed by our staff and would
suggest using this as a basis for further talks.

Yours sincerely,
Signed: Sigmar Gabriel

Enpl.



