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Should Europe encourage or discourage the world’s poorest farmers to grow genetically modified 
crops, or should it try to remain neutral in the increasingly heated worldwide debate over GMOs?  
 

The runaway speed with which disease-resistant transgenic crops like soybeans, maize, cotton and 
now rice are being planted in developing countries is pushing the EU’s trade and development policy 
stance on GMOs rapidly up the external relations agenda.  
 

European governments remain divided on the GMO issue, with only five of the 27 EU members 
producing transgenic animal feed, but the closed markets of those countries with GMO bans is 
inhibiting use of the new technology in the developing world. What position should the EU be taking?  
 

GMO crop production in Europe is at 55,000 hectares, only a tiny proportion of the world’s 90m 
hectares, are its import policies on GMOs likely to determine whether developing countries will or will 
not switch to them? 
 

WELCOME BY  

Giles Merritt, Secretary General, Friends of Europe 
 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Connie Hedegaard, Danish Minister for the Environment 
 

INTRODUCTION – CASE STUDIES 

Per Pindstrup-Andersen, Senior Research Fellow at The International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI), Washington 
 

COMMENTS BY PANELLISTS 

Simon Barber, Director Government & External Relations, EuropaBio 
Fouad Hamdan, Director, Friends of the Earth Europe (FoEE) 
 

Moderated by Giles Merritt, Friends of Europe Secretary General and Connie Hedegaard, Danish 
Minister for the Environment 

Miljø- og Planlægningsudvalget 
MPU alm. del - Bilag 259 
Offentligt            



 
 

In association with 
 

 
 
 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

I will attend the Evening Debate : � YES  � NO  
  

Please complete all fields in CAPITAL LETTERS and fax back to 02 738 75 97 

   Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms:               FIRST NAME: 

   NAME: 

   JOB TITLE: 

   COMPANY/ORGANISATION: 

   ADDRESS:                                                                                                             

   CITY:                                                                                            ZIP CODE:                                                                           

   TEL:                                                                                              FAX: 

   EMAIL:                                                                          
 

TUESDAY, 20 FEBRUARY 2007 
 

 17.30: Welcome of Participants 
18.00 – 19.00 Café Crossfire Evening Debate 

19.00 Networking Cocktail 
 
 

La Bibliothèque Solvay, Parc Léopold, rue Belliard 137, 1040 Brussels 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

TUESDAY, 20 FEBRUARY 2007 

 
 
 

WHAT SHOULD BE THE EU’S STANCE IN THE GLOBAL DEBATE ON GMOS 
 

 
 
 

CAFÉ CROSSFIRE EVENING DEBATE  
 

Friends of Europe - Les Amis de l’Europe 
 

La Bibliothèque Solvay - Parc Léopold, Rue Belliard 137 – 1040 Brussels – Belgium 
TEL : (+32 2) 737  91 45 – FAX :  (+32 2) 738 75 97 - E-mail : info@friendsofeurope.org - Web Site : www.friendsofeurope.org 
 

 

Friends of Europe is a membership driven organisation, but is pleased to offer non-members invitations free-of-
charge to sample up to two Friends of Europe events. Thereafter, Friends of Europe reserves the right to request 

membership for further attendance of events. 


