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Copenhagen, 5 April 2006

Mr. Chairman,

Thank you for your letter regarding the cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad published by the
Danish newspaper, Jyllands-Posten, and numerous other newspapers around the world.

I myself am distressed by the fact that the cartoons have hurt the feelings of many Muslims and
have been considered a defamation of the Prophet Muhammad and of the religion of Islam.

The Danish society is based on the clear principles of freedom of conscience and the respect for
personal beliefs. Muslims as well as members of other religious communities in Denmark are free
to profess any religion they like.

I'should also like to stress that in Denmark we attach great importance to the freedom of expres-
sion, which is a fundamental and indispensable right in a democratic society. The cartoons in
question were published by an independent Danish newspaper. Neither the Danish Parliament
nor the Danish Government can interfere with the media or take any legal action against them.
However, such fundamental rights demand mutual respect. It is therefore important that we do
not offend or hurt each other in the name of freedom of expression.

The way ahead is through dialogue and tolerance. The Turkish Foreign Affairs Committee and
the Danish Foreign Policy Committee would be well suited to discuss the many intricate ques-

tions which have surfaced owing to the publication of the cartoons.

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to you the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours sincerely,

A

Christian Mejdahl
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EMBASSY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
Ambassador

Copenhagen, 15 February 2006

Excellency,

| have the pleasure to attach a copy of the letter by H.E. Mr. Biilent Aring,
Speaker of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, addressed to Your
Excellency, with a view to share his thoughts on the recent developments that
have taken place after the publication of the caricatures of Prophet Mohammad.
The original of the letter will follow.

| take this opportunity to reiterate to Your Excellency the expression of
my highest consideration and hope for future cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

T WM

Mehmet Akat

Encl.: As stated

H.E. Mr. Christian Mejdahl
Speaker of Danish Parliament
Folketinget

Christiansborg

Embassy of the Republic of Turkey, Rosbaksvej 15, 2100 Copenhagen @. Tel: 39 20 27 88, E-mail: turkembassy@internet.dk




TURKIYE BUYOK MILLET MECLISI
BASKANI '

(Cagdas uygarlik birikiminin zenginlegtirilmesi, toplumlar arasindaki
etkilesim ve ortak medeniyet baglarinin giiglendirilmesi igin hep birlikte
caligmaliy1z.

Farkli dini inanca sahip toplum kesimlerinin asirlardir huzur
igerisinde bir arada yagadig: bir lilke olan Tiirkiye, diinyanin, medeniyetlerin
catistigt degil bulustufu bir konum kazanmas: i¢in bugiine kadar yiiriittiigi
cabalari, tiim dost diinya iilkeleri ile yakm isbirligi halinde bundan sonra da
stirdiirmeye kararlidir.

Sayin Bagkan,

Sizin ve degerli parlamentonuzun sagduyu, inanglara saygi, hosgori,
diyalog ve isbirligi konularinda temsil ettifimiz halklarimiza onciilikk etmesi
biiylik bir 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu y6nde atacagimz her adim halklar arasindaki
huzura, bariga ve kardeslige bilylik katk: saglayacaktir.

Bu vesileyle en icten dileklerimle saygilar sunarim.

Biilent ARINC
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TURKIYE BUYOK MIiLLET MECLISI
BASKANI

Ankara, 9 Subat 2006

Sayin Bagkan,

Islam diinyasim ve tiim sagduyu sahibi insanlari derinden tiizen son
giinlerdeki gelismeler nedeniyle gériis ve diislincelerimi iletmek lizere Zat-1
Alinize mektup yazma ihtiyaci duydum.

Bati ve Dogu arasinda képrii olmanin 6tesinde ¢aglar boyunca bir ¢ok
medeniyetin bulugma noktasinda yer alan Tiirkiye, kiiltiirler, dinler ve
toplumlararas: iligkilerin gelistirilmesine, karsilikli diyalog ve medeniyetler
ittifakina biiylik 6nem vermektedir.

Zengin bir tarih tecriibesine sahip iilkemiz, gegmisten beri insanligin
huzur ve barigi i¢in her tiirlii katkiy: saglamaya biiylik 6zen gdstermistir.

Halkimizin temsil yeri olan Meclisimiz de, tiim diinya iilkeleriyle dostluk
ve bariga dayal1 iligkiler kurma gabasi igerisinde olmustur.

Insanlhigin gelecegi i¢in medeniyetler arasi diyalogun, hosgériiniin ve
isbirliginin geligtirilerek giiglendirilmesinin ¢ok 6nemli oldugu inancindayiz.

Ancak diyalog, hosgérii ve isbirligi yerine; yabanci diigmanligim, Islam
kargitligin arttiracak gabalarin oldugunu da iiziilerek goriiyoruz.

Bu kapsamda Islam dini peygamberi Hazret-i Muhammed’i kiigiik
diigiiriicii ve Miisliimanlarin inanglarina kars: saygisiz davranista bulunan bir
takim basin haberlerini kimyoruz. Ifade 6zgirliigiiniin kimseye insanlarin
inanglarina ve kutsal degerlerine saygisizhik etme  hakki vermedigini
diisiiniiyoruz.

Diger taraftan, din adina terérist eylemlerde bulunulmasini, tepkilerin
abartilmasini, siddete d6niigmesini, bu gergevede bazi tilke Biiyiikelgiliklerinin
saldinya maruz kalarak yakilmalarinmi da kiniyoruz.

Giiniimiizde dinler arasindaki algilama ve anlayis eksiklikleri bazi kisi ve
akimlarca olumsuz sekilde kullanilabilmektedir.

Insanlarin inang ve kiiltiir farklihklarim bir zenginlik olarak gormek
yerine catisma ve kamplasmamin aract haline getirme gayretlerine karsi
halklarin temsilcisi olan parlamentolarin, isbirligi igerisinde kars1 koymalar:
gerektigine inaniyoruz.

Olusturulmaya ¢alisilan ve insanlifin gelecegi igin endise verici olan,
hakaret igeren bu yaklagimlara karsi, uluslararasi toplumun, yetki ve sorumluluk
mevkiindeki herkesin, dayanigsma iginde hareket etmeleri ka¢inilmaz bir hale
gelmigtir.

EGEMFNLIK KAYITS1Z SARTSIZ MILLETINDIR




UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION
Ankara, February 9, 2006
Dear Speaker,

In the wake of the latest developments which have deeply troubled the Muslim world and all
people of conscience, I have felt the need to write to Your Excellency to convey my views
and idcas on the issue.

As a bridge between East and West and located at the very meccting point of numerous
civilizations over the centuries, Turkey has always placed a great importance on furthering
relations among cultures, religions and societies as well as on dialogue and the alliance of
civilizations.

With its rich historical experience, Turkey has to date shown the utmost care to contribute to
the peace and tranquility of mankind.

Representing the will of our people, our Parliament has also striven to forge peaceful and
amicable relations with all countries in the world.

We believe that dialogue, tolerance and cooperation among civilizations are very important
for the future of mankind.

However, we regretfully observe attempts to advance xenophobia and Islamophobia in place
of dialogue, tolerance and cooperation. '

In this context, we condemn all media coverage which degrades Prophet Mohammed and
offends Muslims’ beliefs. We think that freedom of expression gives no one the right to
offend other peoples’ beliefs and sacred values.

On the other hand, we also condemn terrorist acts committed in the name of rcligion, as well
as reactions taking the form of sheer violence, and in this context, arson attacks on several
countries’ embassies.

In today’s world, the lack of an adequate level of perception and understanding among
religions is open to abuse by certain circles.

We are of the belief that as the representatives of their peoples, Parliaments have the
obligation to cooperate against those who attempt to present differences of faith and culture as
a tool of conflict and separation rather than being an element of richness.

It has now become inescapable for the international community and all those in positions of
power and responsibility to act together in solidarity against these blasphemous attitudes
which are of a highly troublesome character for the future of mankind.

We must work together to add to the accumulated richness of modern civilization and to
strengthen the interaction between societies that are bonded through a common civilization.




As a country which has been home to communities of different faiths living alongside each
other for centuries in peace, Turkey is determined to continue its attempts —in close
cooperation with all friendly nations-- to foster an environment in which civilizations come
together in harmony rather than fall apart in conflicts.

Dear Speaker,

I firmly believe that it is of great importance for us and our Honourable Parliaments to
demonstrate leadership to the people we represent with a view to fostering common sense,
respect to faith, tolerance, dialogue and cooperation. Any step taken in this direction will
provide a great contribution to the enhancement of peace, harmony and fraternity among our

peoples.

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest
consideration. '

Biilent ARINC
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