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Sydafrika Kontakt henvender sig hermed til Europaudvalget i anledning af vedtagelsen i sidste
uge af et forfathingsdokument i kongedemmet Swaziland.

Forfatningsdokumentet er udsprunget af en snaever konsultationsproces, der har udelukket
vaesentlige samfundspolitiske akterer fra dreftelserne. Denne procedure er blevet indklaget af
Lawyers for Human Rights (Swaziland) m fl. til Swazilands hgjesteret, uden at denne klage har
faet medhold.

indholdsmeessigt fastholder det vedtagne forfatningsdokument kongemagtens uindskreenkede
befgjelser samt det forbud mod politiske partier, der under en fortsat undtagelsestilstand har
veeret gaeldende siden 1973. Pa visse punkter er der endda tale om en ydetligere og
formaliseret skeerpelse af et enevasldigt magtforhold.

Det internationale samfunds, herunder Den Europzeiske Unions, hidtidige bestrasbelse pa at
pavirke den konstitutionelle proces i kongedemmet mé i lyset af den seneste vedtagelse af
forfatningsdokumentet betragtes som fejlslagen.

Det forekommer neerliggende, at mere virksomme midler ma tages i anvendelse. Her peger
demokratiske bevasgelser og civilsamfundsorganisationer i Swaziland pa det onskelige i
sakaldt ‘smarte sanktioner’, der selektivt rettes mod kongen og den kongelige familie.

Vi opfordrer Europaudvalget til at drefte mulige skridt til at fremme demokratiseringsprocessen i
Swaziland. Sadanne skridt bar rette sig bade mod et i stigende grad illegitimt styre, og mod en
demokratibeveegelse, der har behov for gget international stette.

Som bilag vedlaegges en appel pa engelsk, der af Sydafrika Kontakt er udsendt i sidste uge til

en reekke internationale fora, herunder Europaparlamentets relevante udvalg og parlamentets
politiske grupperinger.

Med venlig hilsen
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Appeal to international community:
Reject the new royal constitution

support the democratic movement in Swaziland

Earlier this week, members of a parliament, in great part appointed by the Swazi king, adopted
a constitutional document that upholds a ban on political parties in the kingdom, and preserves
power in the hands of the monarch, Mswati 1ll.

The king retains the right to dissolve parliament and government, dismiss and appoint members
of the judiciary, and act as head of both police and army.

The adoption of this document can be seen as an attempt to defuse a long-standing
constitutional conflict in the country. The document has emerged from a process of consultation
from which all democratic constituencies were excluded, and the constitutional crisis will only
be further exacerbated by its enactment.

The constitutional document is in utter conflict with the most elementary standards of a
democratic constitution as defined by the United Nations, the African Union and the Southern
African Development Community.

The adoption of the constitutional document will lead to the further disenfranchisement, poverty
and powerlessness of the Swazi people. The great challenges facing the Swazi people can
only be met by democratic policies that include and activate the people themselves.

We appeal to the international community to exert all possible pressure on the Swazi
monarchy, including the imposition of sanctions specifically targeting the royat family. Such
sanctions have aiready been proposed by the democratic movement in Swaziland.

We appeal to the international community to extend all possible assistance to the democratic
movement in Swaziland, to the democratic parties, trade unions and civil society organisations
in their continuing attempt through peaceful means to further the cause of democracy in
Swaziland.
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